


Editorial

SOMETIMES in our efforts to present
God's plan of salvation, we uninten-
tionally minimize God's health mes-

sage to this fmal generation. However, a
definite part ofGod's fInal warningmessage
which is to go to all the world is to teach
people how they can get well and stay well
by practicing the eight natural remedies. We
know the fourth angel ofRevelation 18 will
soon join the third angel's message and
swell it to a loud cry, but the health and
temperance messages are very important
parts ofthe fmal warning which is to prepare
a people for translation.

"Beloved, I wish above all things that
thou mayest prosper and be in health,
even as thy soul prospereth." 3 John 2.

"God has shown that health reform is as
closely connected with the third angel's
message as the hand is with the body. There
is nowhere to be found so great a cause of
physical andmoral degeneracy as a neglect
of this important subject. Those who in-
dulge appetite and passion, and close their
eyes to the light for fear they will see sinful
indulgences which they are unwilling to
forsake, are guilty before God. . . . Our
bodies belong to Him who made them, and
we are duty bound to become intelligent in
regard to the best means of preserving them
from decay. Ifwe enfeeble the body by seIf-
gratifIcation, by indulging the appetite, and
by dressing in accordance with health-
destroying fashions, inorder to be in harmo-
ny with the world, we become enemies of
God." Testimonies, vol. 3, 62-63.

The health message places a very
important emphasis upon our relation-
ship to our Lord in obedience to all
known truth without compromise. It de-
mands our loving obedience to the eight
laws of health which govern our compli-
ance with, and use of, pure air, sunlight,
abstemiousness, rest, exercise, proper
diet, water, and trust in divine power.
The abuse of the temple of God is a sin.
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"Know ye not that ye are the temple of
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth
in you? If any man defile the temple of
God, him shall God destroy; for the
temple of God is holy, which temple ye
are." 1 Corinthians 3:16-17.

And what is the reward to the obedi-
ent? "The Creator of man has arranged
the living machinery of our bodies. Ev-
ery function is wonderfully and wisely
made. And God has pledged Himself to
keep this human machinery in healthful
action if the human agent will obey His
laws and cooperate with God." Medical
Ministry, 221; see also Ibid., 121.

"There are many ways of practicing the
healing art, but there is only one way that
Heaven approves. God's remedies are the
simple agencies ofnature thatwill not tax or
debilitate the system through their powerful
properties. Pure air and water, cleanliness, a
proper diet, putity of life, and a firm trust in
God are remedies for the want of which
thousands are dying; yet these remedies are
going out of date because their skillful use
requires work that the people do not appre-
ciate. Fresh air, exercise, pure water, and
clean, sweet premises are within the reach
of all with but little expense; but drugs are
expensive, both in the outlay of means and
in the effect produced upon the system."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 443.

Physicians after the gospel order have
a great responsibility to bring the gospel,
as well as the natural remedies, to the
attention of their patients through the use
of literature, prayer, and instruction.

"The work of the Chtistian physician
does not end with healing the maladies of
the body; his efforts should extend to the
diseases of the mind, to the saving of the
soul. It may not be his duty, unless asked, to
present any theoretical points of truth; but
he may point his patients to Chtist. The
lessons of the divine Teacher are ever
appropriate. He should call the attention of
the repining to the ever-fresh tokens of the
love and care of God, to His wisdom and
goodness asmanifested inHis createdworks.
The mind can then be led through nature up
to nature's God and centered on the heaven

which He has prepared for those that love
Him." Ibid.

Overiodulgence of any food is harmful
and sinful. Inmost cases obesity is the result
of overiodulging and a lack of exercise.
Walking is the best exercise. See Testimo-
nies, vol. 2, 530; Ibid., vol. 3, 78. I receive
a great blessing as I walkeverymorning and
memorize Scripture and the Spirit ofProph-
ecy passages. We are told that gardening
and working out-of-doors are the best ther-
apies for healing the mind and body.

A tragedy of our busy lives is that we
do not want to take the time to use God's
methods. It is much easier and faster to
take an aspirin or some other drug for
our maladies.

"The use of natural remedies requires
an amount of care and effort that many
are not willing to give. Nature's process
of healing and upbuilding is gradual, and
to the impatient it seems slow. The sur-
render of hurtful indulgences requires
sacrifIce. But in the end it will be found
that nature, untrammeled, does her work
wisely and well. Those who persevere in
obedience to her laws will reap the re-
ward in health of body and health of
mind." Ministry of Healing, 127.

In case of sickness, many have found
the use of simple methods of hydrothera-
py to bring relief to sinus infections,
headaches, and other symptoms-as well
as assisting the body back to health.

Let us remember that the health mes-
sage is a very important part of the three
angel's messages. We must educate our-
selves, that we may not fall into Satan's
ditches-indulgence or fanaticism. Let
us be faithful health reformers. We can-
not eat our way into heaven, but we can
make ourselves unfit for heaven by our
eating.

"Know ye not that ye are the temple
of God, and that the Spirit of God
dwelleth in you? If any man defile the
temple of God, him shall God destroy;
for the temple of God is holy, which
temple ye are."

Ron Spear-EDIToR
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As early as 1851, those who were
part of the Advent movement began to
identify the second beast as Protestant
America. In 1884 E. G. White wrote that
"the image of the beast represents an-
other religious body clothed with similar
power. The formation of this image is
the work of that beast whose peaceful
rise and mild professions render it so
strildng a symbol of the United States."
The Spirit ofProphecy, vol. 4, 278.
In 1888 she wrote, "What nation of

the New World was in 1798 risIng into
power, giving promise of strength and

EN 1754 John Wesley wrote in his
nores on Revelation 13: "He [the beast
f Revelation 13:11] has not yet come,

though he caunot be far off. For he is to
appear at the end of the forty-two months
of the first beast." Wesley, Explanatory
Notes Upon the New Testament, 735.

John Wesley knew that the first beast
of Revelation 13 was the Papacy. He
understood that the second beast would
arise at the time when the Papacy would
receive its "deadly wound." He believed
that the deadly wound would be inflicted
around A.D. 1798.

Reac1
Laws?

10

greatness, and attracting the attention of
the world? The application of the sym-
bol admits of no question. One nation,
and only one, meets the specifications of
this prophecy; it points unmistakably to
the United States of America." The Great
Controversy, 440.
What was our world like when we

began to proclaim this prophetic mes-
sage? In the first half of the 1860s,
America was involved in a civil war. The
nation was split and her young men fell
by the hundreds of thousands. Through
most of the 19th century America was
still fighting Indians. In 1867 Sitting Bull
wiped out General Custer's 7th Cavalry.
Yet, the Bible said that the United States
would cause "the earth and them which
dwell therein to worship the first beast
[the Papacy], whose deadly wound was
healed." Revelation 13:12. It seemed an
unlikely thing at the time, but our pio-
neers continued to preach that the papal
Sunday was coming.

After World War II, the United States
emerged as a world superpower. How-
ever, in 1950 the United States engaged
in the Korean War which lasted three
years and cost 54,000 American lives.
Did the United States win? No, it ended
in a draw. Why? Because there was an-
other superpower-the Soviet Union.
In the 1960s-1970s the United States

was engaged in the Vietnam War. Did
we, as a superpower, win the war? No,
we recorded a loss. Why? Because there
was another superpower-the Soviet
Union.
How was the United States going to

cause the whole world to wonder after
the Papacy with the Soviet bear prowling
around the earth? The answer is an easy
one. The United States and the Vatican
would need to form an alliance to cause
the Soviet Union to collapse.

The front cover of TIME magazine
disclosed the alliance between President
Reagan and the Pope. "HOLYALLIANCE:
How Reagan and the Pope conspired to
assist Poland's Solidarity movement and
hasten the demise of Communism." TIme,
February 24, 1992, 28.
Both the United Stales and the Vatican

found a common enemy in the Soviet
Union. The Soviets threatened the Vatican
by taking over once-controlled Catholic
countries found in Eastern Europe, South
America, Central America, and Southeast
Asia. President Reagan believed the Soviet
Union to be the antichrist of Bible proph-
ecy, and he determined to crush it. Conse-
quently, the Vatican and the United States
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Today, the United States is able to cause the
whole world to wonder after the Papacy.

"America," wrote Jim Hoagland in the
Washington Post, "would now determine all
major global events."

became united in order to face a common
enemy.
The strategy was for lbe United States

to accelerate lbe arms race so lbat lbe
Soviet economy would collapse. The
Vatican would zero in on lbe "under-
belly" of lbe Soviet Union, namely, Po-
land. By supporting lbe Solidarity move-
ment and ousting the communist
government, lbey knew lbat olber East-
em European countries would follow. The
news media records lbe following:
"In 1981, lbe Communist bloc got

anolber shock. A new American Presi-
dent, Ronald Reagan, began fulfilling his
promise to challenge lbe Soviets, not
placate lbem. Over lbe next few years,
he accelerated the military buildup and
announced lbe Strategic Defense Initia-
tive (SDI), a space-based system for pro-
tecting against missile attack. He backed
anti-Communist rebels in Nicaragua,
Angola, Cambodia, and Mghanistan. And
wilb American troops, he liberated lbe
island of Grenada from Communist
lbugs....

"The Soviets' confidence was shaken.
... The Western Europeans also pres-
sured lbe Soviets. NATO forged ahead
with military modernization. German
voters spurned Soviet 'peace overtures'
and elected a government lbat voted to
deploy new intermediate-range missiles.
. . . Military pressure from America
and its Western allies had caused the
Soviets to flinch:' Reader s Digest,
March 1990. (All emphasis supplied un-
less olberwise noted.)
"Only President Ronald Reagan

and Pope John Paul II were present in
the Vatican Library on Monday, June
7, 1982. It was the first time lbe two had
met, and lbey talked for fifty minutes....
"In that meeting, Reagan and the

pope agreed to undertake a clandestine
campaign to hasten the dissolution of
the communist empire. Declares Rich-
ard Allen, Reagan's first National Secu-
rity Adviser: 'This was one of the great
secret alliances of all time.... Reagan
came in wilb very simple and strongly
held views,' says Admiral Bobby Inman,
former deputy director of lbe CIA. 'It is
a valid point of view lbat he saw lbe
collapse (of communism) coming and he
pnshed it-hard.' During lbe first half
of 1982, a five-part strategy emerged
lbat was aimed at bringing about lbe
collapse of lbe Soviet economy....

"[I.] The U.S. defense buildup al-
ready underway, aimed at making it too
costly for the Soviets to compete mili-

tarily wilb lbe U.S. Reagan's Strategic
Defense Initiative-Star Wars-became
a centerpiece of lbe strategy.

"[2.] Covert operations aimed at
enconraging reform movements in Hun-
gary, Czechoslovakia, and Poland.

"[3.] Financial aid to Warsaw Pact
nations calibrated to lbeir willingness to
protect human rights and undertake po-
litical and free-market reforms.

"[4.] Economic isolation of lbe So-
viet Union and lbe withholding of West-
ern and Japanese technology from Mos-
cow. The Administration focused on
denying the U.S.S.R. what it had
hoped would be its principal source
of hard currency in lbe twenty-first
century: profits from a transcontinental
pipeline to supply natural gas to West-
ern Europe.
"[5.] Increased use of Radio Liberty,

Voice of America and Radio Free Europe
to transmit the U.S. Administration's mes-
sages to lbe peoples of Eastern Europe.
"Like all great and lucky leaders, the

Pope and President exploited the
forces of history to lbeir own ends."
Time, February 4, 1992, 29-30.
Then came 1991. The U.S. defeated

Iraq, one of lbe world's most powerful
military forces, in six weeks, costing 143
American lives. Why was this military
campaign so successful? There were no
more Soviets. The Soviet Union col-
lapsed in 1989.
Today, lbe United States is able to

cause lbe whole world to wonder after
the Papacy. "America," wrote Jim
Hoagland in lbe Washington Post, "would
now determine all major global events."
August 29, 1991.
"... lbe world's sole remaining su-

perpower, no prospect in lbe immediate
furure of any power to rival the United
States." Time, July 29, 1991, 13.
"I'd like us still to be," said Presi-

dent George Bush in 1992, "lbe undis-
puted leader of the world." Atlantic
Monthly, August 1992, 22.

"Our first objective is to prevent lbe
reemergence of a new rival, either on
lbe territory of lbe former Soviet Union
or elsewhere, lbat poses a threat of that
posed formerly by lbe Soviet Union.
This . . . requires that we endeavor to
prevent any hostile power from domi-
nating a region whose resources would,
under consolidated control, be sufficient
to generate global power.... The U.S.

must show the leadership necessary to
establish and protect a new order lbat
holds lbe promise of convincing poten-
tial competitors lbat lbey need not as-
pire to a greater role or pursue a more
aggressive posture to protect lbeir le-
gitimate interests.... Finally, we must
maintain the mechanisms for deterring
potential competitors from even aspir-
ing to a larger regional global role."
Baltimore Sun, March 8, 1992, I3A.
Though lbe United States played a

major role in lbe collapse of lbe Soviet
Union, lbe Papacy has been given lbe
greatest portion of lbe credit. "The rnsh
to freedom in Eastern Europe is a sweet
victory for John Paul II." Life, Decem-
ber 1989.
"The Triumph of John Paul lI-

The tide of freedom washing over East-
ern Europe answers his most fervent
prayer." Ibid.
"While Gorbachev's hands-off policy

was lbe immediate cause of lbe chain
reaction of liberty that has swept through
Eastern Enrope in lbe past few monlbs,
John Paul deserves much of lbe longer-
range credit." Time, December 4, 1989.

No matter who gets lbe credit, lbe
fact remains lbat we are living in lbe
time described in Revelation chapter thir-
teen. It describes two superpowers-lbe
United States and lbe Vatican-which
will lead lbe world against lbe com-
mandments of God in the enforcement
of Sunday legislation.
Melady, former ambassador to lbe

Vatican, said, "I believe lbat lbe U.S., as
the world's only superpower, and lbe
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nat Robertson said, "The Ten Commandmentsr set the only order that will bring world peace."
He laments that there are no more religious Sunday
laws, but only those that "can be shown to have a
clearly secular purpose."

Holy See, as the only worldwide, moral-
political sovereignty, have significant
roles to play in the future. Their actions
will impact the lives of people in all
parts of the globe." Melady. The
Ambassador's Story-The United States
and the Vatican in World Affairs, 10.

In 1984 President Reagan appointed
an ambassador to the Vatican. "On
January 10, 1984, President Ronald

Reagan announced the establishment
of formal diplomatic relations with
the Holy See.... The announcement
gave full recognition to the unique
international sovereign role of the pope
and his government, not only in Vatican
City State but througbout the world
where the pope and his government
exercised their spiritual and. political
authority. There was no equivocation.
The United States was extending full
recognition for the first time to the
government of the Holy Catholic and
Apostolic Church.

"The announcement implied the ac-
ceptance of the international law prin-
ciple that the Holy See is a bona fide
international personality. Thus the an-
nouncement by President Reagan ac-
knowledged the Papacy as a religious
organ with international rights and du-
ties. This was not a qualified recognition
of Vatican City State. In previous times
it would have caused a firestorm of pro-
test. But it immediately became evident,
both in tone and substance, that there
had been a major change in domestic
U.S. political opinion." Ibid., 41.

Government officials are not the only
ones in America who are forming an
alliance with the Vatican.

Leading Chuck Comon
said, "It's high time that all of us who are
Christians come together regardless of
the differences of our confessions and
our traditions and make common cause
to bring Christian values to bear in our
society. When barbarians are scaling the
walls, there is no time for petty quarrel-
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ing in the camp." Foumier, Evangelical
Catholic.

Pat Robertson, founder of the Christian
Coalition, said, "I believe, frankly, that the
Evangelicals and the Catholics in America,
if they work together, can see many pro-
family initiati.ves in our society, and we can
be an effective counterbalance to some of
the radical, leftist initiatives." Church &
State, August 1988, IS.

In March of 1994, forty leading
Evangelicals and Catholics signed a
document, Evangeli,als and Catholics
Together (ECT). This document repre-
sents a major shift in Protestant and
Catholic relations with such signers as
Father Richard John Neuhaus (Lutheran
pastor turned Catholic priest) to South-
ern Baptist Dr. Richard Land, from con-
servative Catholic Cardinal John
O'Connor to Protestant charismatic
Pat. Robertson.

Executive Director of the Christian
Coalition, Ralph Reed, said, concerning
ECT, "This is the wave of the future. It is
as significant a coalition to the future of
American Politics as the unification of
blacks and Jews during the civil rights
struggle."

In his book, Politically Incorrect,
Ralph Reed stated, "The future of Ameri-
can politics lies in the growing strength
of Evangelicals and their Roman Catho-
lic allies. If these two core constituen-
cies-Evangelicals comprising the swing
vote in the South, Catholics holding sway
in the North-can cooperate on issues
and support like-minded candidates, they
can determine the outcome of almost any
election in the nation," Politically Incor-
rect, 16.

It was Jesus' prayer that there would
be unity among His people. See John
17:21. However, this unity was to be
based upon truth-not compromise and
politics.

Yet, tragically, they will unite on the
two great errors of Sunday sacredness
and the immortality of the soul. Are

individuals from the Catholic Church
and the Protestant world talking about
Sunday laws?

Jerry Falwell, founder of the Moral
Majority, said, "In recent months God
has been calling me to do more than just
preach-He has called me to take action,
I have a divine mandate to go right into
the halls of Congress and fight for laws
that will save America." The Saginaw
News, September 11, 1980.

Pat Robertson said, "The Ten Com-
mandments set the only order that will
bring world peace." He laments that there
are no more religious Sunday laws, but
only those that "can be shown to have a
clearly secular purpose." The New World
Order, 233, 236.

Pal Robertson's university, Regent
University, is currently training young
men and women to take over politics in
America. "The concept behind Regent is
hardly a new one. TI,e idea of preparing
an elite of religiously trained profession-
als to exert a spiritual influence On the
secular realm has a venerable lineage.
Shortly after the founding of the Catho-
lic Society of Jesus [Jesuit Order] in
1540, its members began to study theol-
ogy in combination with law, literature,
history, and the natural sciences. Jesuits
quickly became advisers to kings and
tutors to princes, and they founded uni-
versities all over the world.... Robertson
subscribes to a post-millennial escha-
tology in which Christians-at least the
ones who share his views-are called
upon to try to assume positions of power
wherever they can in order to build a
more religious and God-fearing society."
Atlantic Monthly, "The Warring Visions
of the Religious Right," by Harvey Cox,
November 1995.

The following is a letter written to
the editor of the Bakersfield Californian,
May 5, 1995: "Being wiL'less to the re-
cent horror in Oklahoma City and mourn-
ing its losses, I am prompted to think
about what has gone so wrong that Ameri-
cans are now doing these things against
themselves.

"And while watching the Sunday me-
morial, I remembered how I spent my
growing up years every Sunday, going to
church and being involved with my fam-
ily, all day long, each week on that day.

"My idea is that We can retum to that
part of our past, and it would be so
simple.

"The reason that Sunday worked
then, with my family worshiping and
playing together, was that every busi-



She says, "Give them no occasion to call you
lawbreakers.... One does not receive the

mark of the beast because he shows that he
realizes the wisdom ofkeeping the peace by
refraining from work that gives offense...."

ness was closed on that day to honor
the Sabbath.

"We could do that now, and with all
retail businesses closed, iucluding movie
theaters, we would then have no choice
but to inveut ways to eujoy the Sunday
time we have with our family and friends.

"Our families need to make Sunday
'a family activity day.' With all busi-
nesses closed, we would have no other
choice.

"There is wisdom in the Command-
meut, 'Honor the Sabbath, to keep it
holy.' " David Rhea, Bakersfield.
Then, of course, there is the Papacy

pushing for Sunday legislation. "In re-
specting religious liberty and the com-
mon good of all, Christians should seek
recognition of Sundays and the Church's
holy days as legal holidays." Catechism
of the Catholic Church, 1994, 585.
In the Catholic apocalyptic book,

The Thunder of Justice, we find the
following quotation supporting the leg-
islation of Sunday: "This is the place
where we see many of the root causes
of our problems. It is the command-
ment of 'Keeping the Sabbath Holy.'
In the Old Testament, not honoring this
day was only one of several sins pun-
ishable by death. Although we are not
living under the law of the Old Testa-
ment, there is widespread abuse all
throughout the Christian culture con-
cerning the Sabbath.... And thns our
problems have become so large we no
longer even know where to start to find
the solutions to our ills. God's inten-
tion for the Sabbath was a day of rest
honoring God through worship, Con-
versation, teaching and praise. Today
if someone even bothers to go to church
at all, Sunday will be an endless litany
of recreation, television, athletic events,
shopping, and errands all crammed to-
gether." Flynn, The Thunder ofJustice,
389.
While both camps, Catholics and

Protestants, are discussing our need for
Sunday laws, there is a push for them to
come into unity by the year 2000. In a
letter issued by Pope John Paul II on
November 10, 1994, which was ad-
dressed: "To the Bishops, Clergy, and
Lay Faithful on Preparation for the Jubi-
lee of the Year 2000," he stated, "The
year 2000 will be celebrated as the Great
Jubilee.... Among the most fervent pe-
titions which the Church makes to the
Lord during this important time, as the
eve of the new millennium approaches,
is that unity among all Christians of the

various confessions will increase until
they reach full communion."
The Sunday laws could easily come

before the year 2000. Things in our world
could change very quickly, but the ques-
tion must be asked, How should we react
to the Sunday laws?

Sister White wrote, "Whenever it
is possible, let religious services be
held on Sunday. Make these meetings
intensely interesting. Sing genuine re-
vival hymns, and speak with power and
assurance of the Saviour's love." Testi-
monies, vol. 9, 233.
Did the Lord's servant tell us to

keep Sunday as the Sabbath? No. She
said that we are to hold religions meet-
ings, so that we can reach as many people
as possible.
When the Sunday laws pass, there

will be very little time left. What better
way to spend Sundays than to teach our
families from the Word of God, to hold
religious meetings for the public, and to
go door-to-door sharing God's last-day
message to a perishing world?
She says, "Give them no occasion to

call you lawbreakers.... One does not
receive the mark of the beast becanse he
shows that he realizes the wisdom of keep-
ing the peace by refraining from work that
gives offense.... In no case are God's
people to pay it homage. But I wish them to
understand that they are not doing God's
will by braving oppositionwhenHe wishes

them to avoid it. Thus they create prejudice
so bitter that it is hnpossible for the truth
to be proclaimed. Make no demonstration
on Sunday in defiance of the law." Ibid.,
232, 235.
At that time we are not to go out and

mow our lawn on Sunday. We are not to
work on the transmission of our car or to
paint the house. We are not to break the
Sunday laws. However, we are to still
honor God on His holy day-the sev-
enth-day Sabbath.
Even if we do not mow our lawn on

Sunday, they will still persecute us.

Why? "The time is coming when God's
people will feel the hand of persecution
because they keep holy the seventh day."
Ibid., 229.

"It will be declared that men are
offending God by the violation of the
Sunday sabbath ... and that those who
present the claims of the fourth com-
mandment, thus destroying reverence for
Sunday, are troublers of the people, pre-
venting their restoration to divine favor
and temporal prosperity." The Great Con-
troversy, 590.

In choosing to proclaim the Sabbath
more fully, we will be persecuted. By
warning the world not to take the mark
of the beast, we will face a death decree.
By waming them of the impending judg-
ments of God upon those who trample
upon His law, the world will say that we
are unworthy to buy or sell. So why will
we warn them? Because we love them
more than life itself. We want them to be
part of Christ's kingdom forever. This
will become our Gethsemane experience.
In Gethsemane Jesns had to make a

decision. Would He drink the cup filled
with the iniquity of us all? If He did, He
knew that He would go through seven
unjust trials, be beaten, spat upon, ridi-
culed, whipped, and crucified. However,
if He did not drink the cup, He knew that
no one could be saved. So what did He
choose to do? He chOse to alIow the
fury of inhumanity to come against Him,

so that the basest sinner could have the
glorious opportunity to be forgiven and
fitted for heaven.
Like Jesus we must choose to receive

the reproach of men so that we can reach
as many souls as possible with the ever-
lasting gospel. We are not born with this
kind of love for souls. It is something we
must ask for every day. In fact, we must
be practicing the love of Christ in our
life today so that we may express His
love in the troublous times ahead. 0
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AND after these things.1 saw an-
other angel come down from
heaven, having great power; and

the earth was lightened with his glory."
Revelation 18:1.

The loud-cry message will be the
most potent message ever given by God
to sinners, for it will be accompanied by
latter-rain power. It will bear such an
enlightenment of OUf God's truth that it
will lighten every comer of this earth
with a brilliance never before attained,
for it will be our God's last waming of
love to a world steeped in utter darkness.
This message will be proclaimed by men
and women sealed with the seal of the
living God. The same message will be
presented worldwide under the most dif-
ficult and trying circumstances ever to
prevail upon this earth. It will attract the
most bitter opposition ever to be vented
against God's truth. This will indeed be
a grand and awful time in earth's history.

The question facing God's people to-
day is whether we .will be among those
who will be honored to proclaim this
message. The members of God's church
will be the very first of the living to be
judged. "'For the time is come that judg-
ment must begin at the house of God:
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and if it first begin at us, what shall the
end be of them that obey not the gospel
of God?" I Peter 4:17. In view of this
fact it is evident that those of our church
who do not proclaim the loud-cry mes-
sage will receive the mark of the beast.
Thus the question posed is not one of
minor import. It is one upon which our
eternal destinies depend.
The everlasting gospel, as presented by

the fourth angel of Revelation 18, is pro-
claimed in the most strident terms. This is
no soft message. Indeed, one could find
nowhere in Scripture a more telling indict-
ment of apostate religious practices than in
this final call to mankind.

The great declaration is made in
bold, unequivocal terms. "And he cried
mightily with a strong voice, saying,
Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen,
and is become the habitation of devils,
and the hold of every foul spirit, and a
cage of every unclean and hateful bird."
Revelation 18:2. Here three graphic
descriptions of Babylon are asserted.
Babylon is:

1. The habitation of devils.
2. The hold of every foul spirit, and
3. The cage of every hateful and
unclean bird.

IRussell R. Standish I

No man Or woman of timid personal-
ity, unless yielded to God, would ever
dare to present such a message. Yet, it is
God's assessment of the utter depravity
av.d blasphemy that the world deigns
[sees fit] to offer to Him as worship. It is
no wonder that God identifies worship
as a key issue in these last days, in the
very first of His three angels' messages.
Today men and women are so de-

ceived that, while they imagine in their
sin-cursed hearts that they are wor-
shiping God, they are in fact worship-
ing devils. No wonder Christ will de-
clare of such, "I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity." Mat-
thew 7:23.

Christianity today is filled with pa-
ganism. Rank idol worship, infant bap-
tism, religious trinkets, belief in the im-
mortality of the soul, all forms of
charismatic worship, disgusting worship
music, Easter festivals, Sunday worship,
the adulation of Mary, the use of human
mediators, processions as a form of reli-
gious obligation, penance, pilgrimages,
the ordination of women, the wearing of
religious paraphernalia, and numerous
other practices which, at least in part,
find their origins in paganism.



Weare not Jesus. We cannot judge our brethren
nor can we read their hearts. However, it is

mandatory that we judge apostasy, lowered
standards, and appalling worship services by the
Inspiration ofGOO'sWord and the Spirit ofProphecy.

,

These practices are of the devil and
are in fact offered to him in worship.
They shame a pure and holy God. Tragi-
cally, not a few of these practices have
found widespread acceptance in the very
church which God has specifically estab-
lished to preach the loud-cry message.

Babylon is the hold of every foul
spirit. We need not be in doubt as to the
identity of these foul spirits. "And I saw
three unclean spirits like frogs come out
of the mouth of the dragon, and out of
the mouth of the beast, and out of the
mouth of the false prophet." Revelation
16:13. The dragon (spiritualism and pa-
ganism), the beast (Roman Catholicism),
and the false prophet (apostate Protes-
tantism) are reservoirs of every foul spirit,
for they have blatantly and resolutely
resisted the pure faith of our God, pre-
ferring the concepts of man as designed
by the archdeceiver to the purity and
sanctity of God's truth.

That our world is a cage of every
unclean and hateful bird is without dis-
pute. The prophet Isaiah describes such
a gathering of unclean and hateful birds
as "the line of confusion, and the stones
of emptiness." Isaiah 34: 11. Never be-
fore has such confusion of all forms
prevailed upon the earth. That confusion
is most striking in the religious world,
and in place of stones that cry out in
defense of the mighty faith of our Lord,
the religious bodies of this earth promote
"stones of emptiness." Men claiming to
be ministers of the gospel have lost their
voices. Never again will words of stem
warning fall from their lips. They have
betrayed their sacred trust.

In the present era of permissive reli-
gion and the incorporation of sin into
religions faiths on the same basis as
righteousness, there has developed a mi-
lieu [background] of silence in opposi-
tion to warnings against commandment
desecration and the proclamation of God's
high and holy standards. Indeed, the ouly
voices one hears in some churches are
those upholding vile practices and de-
nouncing Christ's law and His pure faith.

Seventh-day Adventism is permitting
itself to be drawn into this prevailing
religious ethos. This serves the destroyer
of souls admirably. To derail the faith of
God's last church, so that it is utterly
impotent to present God's message of
love, is his great design. It is an utter
disgrace that we would yield to that
design. In this we are evidencing hatred
and detestation of our blessed Saviour-
whose love alone should be our impera-

tive-while deliberately despising the
sacred commission He has laid upon our
shoulders. Every act of ecumenism, in-
cluding joint worship with the fallen
churches of Babylon, denies our desig-
nated duty to proclaim the everlasting
gospel, and to call men and women out
of Babylon that they "be not partakers of
her sins," and that they "receive not of
her plagnes." Revelation 18:4.

However, today the ministry of re-
proof is in a large part reviled-even by
some Seventh-day Adventists. This in-
cludes not a few who imagine them-
selves to be "standing for truth." We
have so permitted the worldly churches
to influence our thinking that we are
quite unprepared to go forth with the
greatest'ministry of reproof ever to be
taken worldwide. If we do not ourselves
accept the ministry of reproof in our
midst, we shall in no wise be part of
those entrusted by our Lord to present
the everlasting gospel proclaimed by the
four angels of Revelation 14 and 18.

Why is the ministry of reproof so
despised in God's church today? The
answer to this vital question may be
summed up in one word-SIN! We de-
sire to continue our lives of sin. Thus we
conceal our motives by accusing God's
faithful servants of criticism, disloyalty,
divisiveness, or any other negative ap-
pellation which will serve our purpose to
resist the ministry of reproof. Further, we
have ceased to be students of the Scrip-
tures and the Spirit of Prophecy lest we
be aroused by God's condemnation of
our lives of rebellion against Him.

In our scorn for the ministry of re-
proof-a scorn which unfits us for end-
time service in the army of our Lord-
we draw human conclusions which are in
violation of the plain evidence of inspi-
ration. Not infrequently is it charged that
God's servants should remain silent be-
cause Christ did so at the time of His trial
prior to His crucifIXion. Thus Christ's
submission to the will of His Father is

misinterpreted to mean that He always
demonstrated such resrraint. Scripture
emphatically testifies otherwise:

Christ's daily work has been out-
lined for us in precise terms. "His days
were passed in ministry to the crowds
that pressed upon Him, and in unveil-
ing the treacherous sophistry of the
rabbis." Thoughts From the Mount of
Blessing, 102.

It was Christ's daily duty to warn
against the doctrinal errors of the theolo-
gians. He did not remain in cowardly
silence. Christ certainly was not like the
"dumb dogs that would not bark." See
Testimonies, vol. 5, 211. He did not hold
back from telling the leaders of His
church the reality of their condition. He
loved them too much to withhold His
testimony from them. He told them the
spiritual situation as it was: "Why do ye
not understand my speech? even because
ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your
father the devil, and the lusts of your
father ye will do. He was a murderer
from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of
his own: for he is a liar, and the father of
it. And because I tell you the truth, ye
believe me not." John 8:43-45.

We are not Jesus. We cannot judge
our brethren nor can we read their hearts.
However, it is mandatory that we judge
apostasy, lowered standards, and appall-
ing worship services by the Inspiration
of God's Word and the Spirit of Proph-
ecy, and that we boldly speak out against
these artifices of Satan.

Jesus, with tears in His voice, de-
clared the most terrible anathemas
[curses] upon the church leaders of His
day. See The Desire ofAges, 611-612. On
seven occasions He uttered, "Woe unto
you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!"
Luke 11:44. Five times Christ described
them as blind, twice as fools, and once
each as whited sepulchers and a genera-
tion of vipers. Such descriptions were

March 1997 Our Firm Foundation 9



I n order to keep God's flock from suchdivinely ordered warnings, the messengers of
warning are designated by such belittling tenus
as "critical" "divisive" "disloyal" and, , ,
"unchristlike."

but the beginning of His many state-
ments in Matthew 23 of the numerous
defects of these men who deigned to ac-
cept leadership roles in God's church.
Since this public expression of Christ's
deep concems for these men and His
church were uttered just a little over 48
hours prior to His arrest, the argument
asserting that we should remain silent
because Christ adopted such a policy at
His trial lacks valiclity.

Over and over God's children are
commanded to "Cry aloud" against open
evil in the midst of His church. Never
once are they exhorted to silence.

Christ is our Example, and in His
ministry He both uplifted positive truth
and roundly condemned unfaithfulness.
Sister White set out the balance within
Christ's ministry:

"It is God's purpose that the glory of
Christ shall appear in His children. In all
His teaching Christ presented pure, un-
adulterated principles. He did no sin,
neither was guile found in His mouth.
Constantly there flowed from His lips
holy, ennobling truths. He spoke as never
man spoke, with a pathos that touched
the heart. He was filled with holy wrath
as He saw the Jewish leaders teaching
for doctrines the commandments of men,
and He spoke to them with the authority
of true greatness. With terrible power He
denounced all artful intrigue, all dishon-
est practices. He cleansed the temple
from its pollution, as He desires to cleanse
our hearts from everything bearing any
resemblance to fraud. The truth never
languished on His lips. With fearless-
ness He exposed the hypocrisy of priest

and ruler, Pharisee and Sadducee." Re-
view and Herald, May 12, 1910.
He, too, warned the apostles of such

apostasy: "In the meantime, when there
were gathered together an innumerable
multitude of people, insomuch that they
trode one upon another, he began to say
unto his disciples first of all, Beware ye
of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is
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hypocrisy." Luke 12:1. God's servants
do well to follow Christ's example.
Only those who have discerned the

abominations in God's church will pro-
claim the loud cry, for only they will be
sealed. Such will be identified by their
words of warning. None who are sealed
will remain silent as error is proclaimed:
"These sighing, crying ones had been
holding forth the words of life; they had
reproved, counseled, and entreated." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 210.
"In the time when His wrath shall go

forth in judgments, these humble, de-
voted followers of Christ will be distin-
guished from the rest of the world by
their soul anguish, which is expressed in
lamentation and weeping, reproofs and
warnings." !hid.
Those who oppose the ministry of

reproof and w,,\ning are in effect stating
that God's do not possess an
obligation to reSIst the inroads of Satan
within our churches. For such, the work
of the devil must remain uncondemned,
unresisted, and God's people unwarned.
Incredibly, this is the policy of a large
group of our church administrators at all
levels of the work. In order to keep God's
flock from such divinely ordered warn-
ings, the messengers of warning are des-
ignated by such belittling terms as "criti-
cal," "divisive," "disloyal," and
"unchristlike." Such tactics are success-
ful, for they lull an already Laoclicean
flock into deeper spiritual somnolence
[sleep], and effectively serve to deflect
attention from their complicity in the pre-
vailing loss of dedication to the Bible
truths espoused by our faith-the holy

standards to which we have been called,
and the pure worship of the God of
heaven.
Most lay people may now assess

pastors who refuse to rebuke their world-
liness and prevailing sins as being fine
ministers. However, a day is not far hence
when such lost souls will deliver a very
different judgment:

"The people tumed upon their minis-
ters with bitter hate and reproached them,
saying, 'You have not warned us. You
told us that all the world was to be
converted, and cried, Peace, peace, to
quiet every fear that was aroused. You
have not told us of this hour; and those
who warned us of it you declared to be
fanatics and evil men, who would ruin
us.' But I saw that the ministers did not
escape the wrath of God. Their suffering
was tenfold greater than that of their
people." Early Writings, 282.
God's people have not learned the

lessons of divine history. At Mt. Sinai,
following tl1e rebellion of the Israelites
against God, the lay people judged the
compromising Aaron as a minister to be
preferred to the rebuking Moses. Yet,
how differently God estimated the char-
acters of the two men!

"When Moses, on returning to the
camp, confronted the rebels, his severe
rebukes and the indignation he displayed
in breaking the sacred tables of the law
were contrasted by the people with his
brother's pleasant speech and dignified
demeanor, and their sympathies were with
Aaron. To justify himself, Aaron endeav-
ored to make the people responsible for
his weakness in yielding to their de-
mand; but notwithstanding this, they were
filled with admiration of his gentleness
and patience. But God seeth not as man
sees. Aaron's yielding spirit and his de-
sire to please had blinded his eyes to the
enormity of the crime he was sanction-
ing. His course in giving his influence to
sin in Israel cost the lives of thousands.
In what contrast with this was the course
of Moses, who, while faithfully execut-
ing God's judgments, showed that the
welfare of Israel was dearer to him than
prosperity or honor or life." Patriarchs
and Prophets, 323. Is it not time for each
of us to consider divine history and ap-
ply it to our day?

We have been called to give the Elijah
Message within our church, yet we fol-
low the work of neither Elijah nor John
the Baptist. Weigh the words of God's
servant: "The forerunner of Christ's First
Advent was a very plain-spoken man. He
rebuked sin, and called things by their
right names. He laid the axe at the root
of the tree. He thus addressed one class
of professed converts who came to be
baptized of him in Jordan: '0 generation
of vipers, who hath warned you to flee
from the wrath to come? Bring forth there-
fore fruits meet for repentance.... And
now also the axe is laid unto the root of



Where are our pastors to sound the alann
and warn our young people of the peril of

seeking an education in such colleges? Why are
the lay people so silent? Why do parents
endanger the souls of their children?

the trees: therefore every tree which
bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire.' Matthew
3:7-8,10.

"In this fearful time, justbefore Christ is
to come the second time, God's faithful
preachers will have to bear a still more
pointed testimony than was borne by John
the Baptist. A responsible, important work
is before them; and thosewho speaksmooth
things, God will not ackoowledge as His
shepherds. A fearful woe is upon them."
Testimonies, vol. 1,321.

Are we who are pastors and church
elders bearing a more pointed message
than John the Baptist? Indeed, we are
not! Many of our pastors stand to lose
God's acknowledgment as ministers, and
stand in danger of receiving His fearful
woes. Those who despise and oppose the
God-ordained work of God's watchmen,
who do "reprove, rebuke, exhort with all
longsuffering and doctrine" (2 Timothy
4:2), unwittingly seek the wrath of God
to be bestowed upon themselves.

What is expected of us? Let us exam-
ine two examples. First, "The Gay and
Lesbian Christian Alliance, an organiza-
tion made up of WWC [Walla Walla
College) staff and students, seeks to give
support to homosexuals and to inform
sTudents on issues surrounding
sexuality." Walla Walla CoUege Colle-
gian, November 30, 1995.

No indication is given that the aims
of this alliance is to assist homosexu-
als to have victory over this tendency
to sin. Yet, staff members, such as the
college vice president of student af-
fairs, two religion professors, the so-
cial work professor, an assistant dean
of men, and an assistant dean of women,
among others, are members of the
Board of the Alliance and are named in
the article.

Since Scripture strictly prohibits the
practice of homosexuality (see Romans
I :26-27; I Timothy 1:9-10; I Corin-
thians 6:9; Leviticus 18:22; 20:13), and
although the Alliance claims that it "is
not a dating service and does not pro-
mote sexual activity," it does fail to
take a definite stand against the prac-
tice of this sin, and in this way it
provides implicit condonation [accep-
tance j of this practice of evil. Dating
will inevitably take place in the pre-
cincts of these meetings as homosexu-
als meet in a permissive and accepting
environment.

How should God's people respond
to this matter? With students easily in-

fluenced by their professors, would it be
the Christian response to remain silent
and offer no word of warning to these
young people? Should we be careless of
their soul salvation and indifferent to
their spiritual well-being? Should we per-
mit Satan's sophistries to penetrate

young minds while the verities of God's
Word are not raised-even in a whisper?
What is the thinking of God's

people when such destructive proce-
dures are supported? Have we become
a people of whom the Lord has stated:
"Thns 'Peace and safety' is the cry
from men who will never again lift up
their voice like a trumpet to show
God's people their transgressions and
the house of Jacob their sins. These
dumb dogs that would not bark are the
ones who feel the just vengeance of
an offended God. Men, maidens, and
little children all perish together." Tes-
timonies, vol. 5, 211.

A second article in the same edition
of the Walla Walla College Collegian
advertised a concert to be held in the
college alumni gym on December 3,
1995, by a gronp called Audio Adreua-
line. The report stated that they have "a
sound that is an incendiary mnsical mix
of rock, R & B [rhythm and blues], and
punk."

A poem describing the performance
of Audio Adrenaline was printed in the
article:

"I went to this concert,
the music was real loud;

they sang about Jesus as I listened
amidst a dry ice cloud.

30,000 watts of audio energy was bustin'
through my ears and

made me want to be a hard rock roUer
and wHd man in the crowd-

With a silver mic in one hand and a
guitar to make it loud.

A man with a mission that needs to be
heal'd, a supersonic preacher screamin'

out the word."

Such a description of the music blas-
phemes a pure and holy God. Yet, stu-
dents were encouraged to pay $6.00 to
listen to such a diabolical presentation.
Should righteous Seventh-day Advent-
ists express no concern? Unchallenged,
these college abominations will infect
other Seventh-day Adventist colleges,

not only in the United States, but in
other permissive areas of the world
field.

Could Seventh-day Adventists who
remain silent about such matters ever
proclaim the loud cry? Decidedly not!
Yet, where are those who have raised
their voices on such matters? Not since
Elder Kenneth Wood left the editorship
of the Adventist Review has that periodi-
cal raised an ahum conceming the fearful
trends in our colleges which were origi-
nally designed to prepare young people
for service in the elevated cause of God.
Where are our pastors to sound the
alarm and warn our young people of the
peril of seeking an education ill such
colleges? Why are the lay people so
silellt? Why do parents endanger the
souls of their cbildren, who are tl,e heri-
tage of the Lord, and send them to such
educational institutions? Have we 110t
questioned why Christ and Jolm the Bap-
tist eschewed [avoided] the rabbinical
schools? Have we not learned from their
experiences?

It is time for God's flock to cease
their attacks upon those of God's chil-
dren who heed His reproofs in their own
lives, and submit to His call to lmdertake
the task of presenting God's urgent mes-
sages of warning to both the church and
the world. To the church the flock is
commanded to "Cry spare not, lift
up thy voice like a trmupet, and shew my
people their and the house
of Jacob their sins." Isaiah 58: 1.

To BabyIon we are urdained to de-
liver the call, 4'Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and

Continued on 27.
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EF() RE we enter the little time,"'r"tof trouble, the close of our proba-
tion, and the coming of our Lord,

the remnant church will enter into a ter-
rible shaking brought on by our apos-
tasy, and '''everything is to be shaken,
that can be shaken that those things which
cannot be shaken may remain." Testimo-
nies, vol. 7,219.
"We want to understand the time in

which we live. We do not half under-
stand it. We do not half take it in. My
heart trembles in me when I think of
what a foe we have to meet, and how
poorly we are prepared to meet him. The
trials of the children of Israel, and their
attitude just before the first coming of
Christ, have been presented before me
again and again to illustrate the position
of the people of God iu their experience
before the second coming of Christ-
how the enemy sought every occasion to
take control of the minds of the Jews,
and today he is seeking to blind the
minds of God's servants, that they may
not be able to discern the precious truth."
Selected Messages, book I, 406.

So everything that the church was
doing in Christ's day will be repeated in
this end-time, just before probation
closes-the same trials, the same atti-
tudes will again be the position of the
last-day Seventh-day Adventist Church.
It would be the final apostasy-the
Omega. See Selected Messages, book
I, 197-205.

Some might say, "You cannot talk
that way about our church." However,
let us remember that these are not my
words; they came from our prophet, who
was inspired by God. She states that
God had warned her again and again of
what would take place.
How could such apostasy happen?

Just before their entrance into the Prom-
ised Land, the children of Israel were
encamped near Mt. Peor. The Jordan lay
before them-beautiful, lush valleys and
hills decorated with majestic palms, and
vineyards.
The fmit of the Promised Land was

everything that God had promised. They
had spent 40 years wandering in a dry
and dusty barren land because of their
apostasy. Manna rained down every day
except Sabbath to feed the nearly two
million souls. Water gushed from the
barren ground to quench their thirst. The
pillar of cloud by day shaded them from
the burning heat of the desert, and the
pillar of fire by night comforted them
that God was with them. Yet, after 40
years the children of the Exodus showed
that they had inherited the rebellion of
their parents, and the tragedy of Baal-
Peor became history. It was a history
which was written for our admonition, to
warn us that just before the close of our
probation, the reumant church would ex-
perience a second Baal-Peor. This time
it would be called the Omega of Apos-
tasy- the very last apostasy before we

would enter the Promised Land. See Pa-
triarchs and Prophets, 453; Spirit of
Prophecy, vol. 4, 50. Read Numbers, chap-
ters 25-30.

You say it will never be. It cannot
happen, but it already has; and it may be
the greatest sign of the end of time.
However, now we must look at some
inspired evidence:

"I have been shown that the spirit of
the world is fast leavening the church.
You are following the same path as did
ancient Israel. There is the same falling
away from your holy calling as God's
peculiar people. You are having fellow-
ship with the unfruitful works of dark-
ness. Your concord with unbelievers has
provoked the Lord's displeasure. You
know not the things that belong to your
peace, and they are fast being hid from
your eyes. Your neglect to follow the
light will place you in a more unfavor-
able position thau the Jews upon whom
Christ pronounced a woe." Testimonies,
vol. 5, 75-76.

"It is a soleum and terrible truth that
many who have been zealous in pro-
claiming the third angel's message are
now becoming listless and indifferent!
The line of demarcation between world-
lings and many professed Christians is
almost indistinguishable. Many who once
were eamest Adventists are conforming
to the world-to its practices, its cus-
toms, its selfishness. Instead of leading
the world to render obedience to God's

Ron Spear r
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Our only safety is to stand as God's peculiar
people. We must not yield one inch to the

customs and fashions of this degenerate age, but
stand in moral independence, making no
compromisewith its corrupt and idolatrous practices.

law, the church is uniting more and more
closely with the world in transgression.
Daily the church is becoming converted
to the world. How many professing
Christians are slaves of mammon! Their
indulgence of appetite, their extravagant
expenditure of money for selfish grati-
fication, greatly dishonors God." Testi-
monies, vol. 8, 118-119.

"1 am filled with sadness when 1
think of our condition as a people. The
Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our
own course of continual backsliding has
separated us from God. Pride, covetous-
ness, and love of the world have lived in
the heart without fear of banishment or
condemnation. Grievous and presumptu-
ous sins have dwelt among us. And yet
the general opinion is that the church is
flourishing and that peace and spiritual
prosperity are in all her borders.

"The church has turned back from
following Christ her Leader and is
steadily retreating toward Egypt. Yet few
are alarmed or astonished at their want
of spiritual power. Doubt, and even dis-
belief of the Testimonies of the Spirit of
God, is leavening our churches every-
where. Satan would have it thus. Minis-
ters who preach self instead of Christ
would have it thus. The Testimonies are
unread and unappreciated. God has spo-
ken to you. Light has been shining from
His Word and from the Testimonies, and
both have been slighted and disregarded.
The result is apparent in the lack of
purity and devotion and earnest faith
among us." Testimonies, vol. 5, 217.

Daily we have been converting to the
world. We have become paralyzed. Tragi-
cally, we have been following the same
road as the Jews, and we are now experi-
encing the same falling away from the
truth. What has been the cause of it? Our
close association with the idolatrous, un-
believing world. Our unbelief in the Tes-
timonies and our neglect to follow the
light that God has wonderfully provided
in the inspired Testimonies has brought a
fearful woe upon God's remnant people
in this tragic final hour. This apostasy is
permeating all through our ranks, with
only a very few who remain devoted to
God's truth.

God's nine million professed Sev-
enth-day Adventists have assented to the
truth, but how many are converted to the
truth? The majority do not seek for the
righteousness of Christ:

"Many who complacently listen to
the truths from God's Word are dead
spiritually, while they profess to live. For

years they have come and gone in our
congregations, but they seem only less
and less sensible of the value of re-
vealed truth. They do not hunger and
thirst after righteousness. They have no
relish for spiritual or divine things. They
assent to the truth, but are not sanctified
through it. Neither the Word of God nor
the Testimonies of His Spirit make any
lasting impression upon them. Just ac-
cording to the light, the privileges, and
opportunities which they have slighted
will be their condemnation. Many who
preach the truth to others are them-
selves cherishing iniquity. The entreat-
ies of the Spirit of God, like divine
melody, the promises of His Word so
rich and abundant, its threateuings against
idolatry and disobedience-all are pow-
erless to melt the world-hardened
heart.. __

"When God shall work His strange
work on the earth, when holy hands bear
the ark no longer, woe will be upon the
people. Oh, that thou hadst known, even
thou, in this thy day, the things that
belong unto thy peace! Oh, that our
people may, as did Nineveh, repent with
all their might and believe with all their
heart, that God may tum away His fierce
anger from them.

"1 am filled with pain and anguish as
I see parents conforming to the world
and allowing their children to meet the
worldly standard at such a time as this. I
am filled with horror as the condition of

families professing present truth is
opened before me. The profligacy of
youth and even children is almost in-
credible. Parents do not know that se-
cret vice is destroying and defacing the
image of God in their children. The sins
which characterized the Sodomites ex-
ist among them. The parents are respon-
sible; for they have not educated their
children to love and obey God. They
have not restrained them nor diligently
taught them the way of the Lord. They
have allowed them to go out and to

come in when they chose, and associate
with worldlings. These worldly influ-
ences which counteract parental teach-
ing and authority are to be found largely
in so-called good society. By their dress,
looks, amusements, they surround them-
selves with an atmosphere which is op-
posed to Christ.

"Our only safety is to stand as God's
peculiar people. We must not yield one
inch to the customs and fashions of this
degenerate age, but stand in moral inde-
pendence, making no compromise with
its corrupt and idolatrous practices.

"It will require courage and indepen-
dence to rise above the religions stan-
dard of the Christian world. They do not
follow the Saviour's example of self-de-
nial; they make no sacrifice; they are
constantly seeking to evade the cross
which Christ declares to be the token of
discipleship." Ibid., 76-78.
At Baal-Pear, 24,000 died with the

plague. This was the last of the rebel-
lious Exodus generation. Balaam, a one-
time prophet, had sold his soul for rec-
oguition from the idolatrous King Balaak.

Some leaders, pastors, and lay lead-
ers are responsible for the celebration
movement in many of our churches, and
for the gospel rock music in some of
our youth meetings. We were told that
Just before probation closes this music
would come in among us and be found
in some of our churches. See Selected
Messages, book 2, 36.

Furthermore, who is responsible for
sending more than 1,000 of our pastors
to the seminars of 10hn Savage for lab I
and 2 of Neuro-Linguistic Programming?
This man is a professed hypnotist-a
disciple of Erickson, the master hypno-
tist.

Yes, and now from many of our pulpits
the evangelical lie that you can be saved in
sin, instead of from sin is being preached.
SeeMatthew I:21. The Bible and the Spirit
of Prophecy clearly state that we must
overcome all hereditary and cultivated sins
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by the power of the Holy Spi,it. Sec Desire
ofAges, 611, 613, 671-672.
Some of our hospitals have now

reached across the gulf to clasp hands
with the Catholic hospitals. Furthermore,
our college in Colombia, South America,
has clasped hands with the Catholic Uni-
versity in that country. See Testimonies,
vol. 5, 451.

Our publishing houses are pnntmg
books of a new order as prophesied in
Selected Messages, book 1, 203-205.

OUf educational institutions have fol-
lowed the world's curriculum, and as a
result there is financial chaos in anum-
ber of them. Competitive sports is the
order of the day in most of our schools.
However, very few of our students who
pass through our educational system can
defend their faith when it comes to proper
Sabbathkeeping (see Daniel 7, 8, 9; Rev-
elation 13, 14, 17), and the 2300-day proph-
ecy. Many students know very little of
our important church history. The same
drugs, alcohol, and immorality that are
found in the schools of the world can be
found in some of our own schools. Fur-
thermore, the divorce rate among our
people now is nearly that of the world.
Yes, we have come to the Jordan,

with Mt. Pear just before us, and we find
the very same rebellion-apostasy-that
was experienced in the days of Moses
before they crossed into the Promised
Land. Remember, the prophet toid us
that we would repeat the experience of
the Jews. We are now doing so:

''There is great similarity between
our history and that of the children of
Israel. God led His people from Egypt
into the wilderness, where they could
keep His law and obey His voice. The
Egyptians, who had no regard for the
Lord, were encamped close by them; yet
what was to the Israelites a great flood
of light, illuminating the whole camp and
shedding brightness upon the path before
them, was to the hosts of Pharaoh a wall
of clouds, making blacker the darkness
of night.

"So, at this time, there is a people
whom God has made the depositaries of
His law. To those who obey them, the
commandments of God are as a pillar of
fire, lighting and leading the way to
eternal salvation. But unto those who
disregard them, they are as the clouda of
night. 'The fear of the LORD is the begin-
ning of wisdom.' Psalm 111: 10. Better
than all other knowledge is an under-
standing of the Word of God. In keeping
His commandments there is great re-
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Two Coiorado health care provtders.
one:Catholic and one Advent1st. have
joined forces to become one of the

states largest hea1th. care systems and
ploy"",.

Together. the PorterCare Adventist
lIea1l:1t System am! ofQ1ality l1ealth
Services CoJorado will have $1..3 bUUon In
combined gross revenue:! and
mateiy 12.000 employees.

The new' organtz:ation. to be
fjnal1zed In early \996. will he unique In
the United States because it combines
nance:s of two separate Christian health
care systems.

The companies 33Y that their

ward, and no earthly inducement should
cause the Christian to waver for a mo-
ment in his allegiance. Riches, honor,
and worldly pomp are but as dross that
shall perish before the fire of God's wrath.
"The voice of the Lord bidding His

faithful ones 'go forward' frequently tries
their faith to the uttermost. But if they
should defer obedience till every shadow
of uncertainty was removed from their
understanding, and there remained no
risk of failure or defeat, they would never
move on at all. Those who think it im-
possible for them to yield to the will of
God and have faith in His promises lUltil
ali is made clear and piain before them,
will never yield at all. Faith is not cer-
tainty of knowledge; it 'is the substance
of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen. ' To obey the commandments of
God is the only way to obtain His favor.
'Go forward' should be the Christian's
watchword." Testimonies, vol. 4, 27-28.
Our prophet has toid us again and

again that if we continue to follow in the
same track of apostasy as the Jewish
church, it is possible that we will have to
suffer the same wrath of God that was
visited upon the ancient church.
Let us not forget that the Old Testament

is a record of the church's apostasy. The
record also reveals that in most cases the
Bible writers were not under the jurisdiction
of the church leaders, but were under the
direction of God. See 2 Peter 1:21. These
God-sent men counseled, reproved, and
rebuked the church for their stubborn resis-
tance to God's directions and commands.
They were then frequently persecuted or

t10n will aJ.iow them to condnue their Chris--
t1an mis:!lion In the face of health systems
mottv.tec! ma!nly by profit.

Cary Su:mar,a. presid.ent of the Sisters
of Chanty org:anJ.zation• .9a!d. ·these
profit arg:anJ.zations are committed to
handngstodUloider?rofits. whereas weare
committed. to our mission of community
service. .

inc SLster:s of 01aritY fadUtle:s lndude
.9tx hospii:aJs or nur.sinq homes In Denver.
3tx in Cotorado Springs. two in Pue.blo :and
one each [n Canon CIty and. Florence.
Portcrcare Adventist fadlltles includ.e three
hoopU:a1:9 in Denver.

killed for their straight testimonies. See
Thoughts From the MOUllt ofBlessing, 23.
The following inspired statements

will help to verify our present situation:
"Christ declares to His followers:

'Ye are the light of the world.' Matthew
5:14. To every soul that accepts Jesus
the cross of Calvary speaks: 'Behold the
worth of the soul. "Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospei to every
creature." Mark 16: 15.' Nothing is to be
pennitted to hinder this work. It is the all-
important wOik for time; it is to be far-
reaching as eternity. The love that Jesus
manifested for the souls of men in the
sacrifice which He made for their redemp-
tion, will actuate all His followers....

"There is a ten;ble amount of guilt
for which the church is responsible. Why
are not those who have the light putting
forth eamest efforts to give that light to
others? They see that the end is near.
They see multitudes daily transgressing
God's law; and they know that these
souls cannot be saved in transgression.
Yet they have more interest in their trades,
their farms, their houses, their merchan-
dise, their dress, their tables, than in the
souls of men and women whom they
must meet face to face in the judgment.
The people who claim to obey the tlUth
are asleep. They could not be at ease as
they are if they were awake. The iove of
the tlUth is dying out of their healtS.
Their example is not such as to convince
the world that they have truth in advance
of every other people upon the earth. At
the very time when they should be strong
in God, having a daily, living experience,



Y es, God's church will soon be purified,
shaken to its very foundation, and it will

go through, although much of the machinery
will swiftly disappear.

they are feeble, hesitating, relying upon
the preachers for support, when they
should be ministering to others with
mind and soul and voice and pen and
time and money." Testimonies, vol. 5,
456-457.

"There is to be in the churches a won-
derful manifestation of the power of God,
but it will not move upon those who have
not humbled themselves before the Lord,
and opened the door of the heart by confes-
sion and repentance. In the manifestation of
that power which lightens the earth with the
glory of God, they will see only something
which in their blindness they think danger-
0us, something which will arouse their fears,
and they will brace themselves to resist it.
Because the Lord does not work according
to their ideas and expectations, they will
oppose the work. 'Why,' they say, 'should
not we know the Spirit of God, when we
have been in the work so many years?'-
Because they did not respond to the warn-
ings, the entreaties of the messages of God,
but persistently said, 'I am rich, and in-
creased with goods, and have need of
nothing.' Revelation 3: 17." Review and
Herald, December23, 1890.

There is only one cure for our rebel-
lion against God's orders, His plans for
His remnant church, and that is confes-
sion of our apostasy. If we will make this
confession and repentance now, the
church will not have to suffer the wrath
of God, which otherwise will smely come
soon. Yes, God's church will soon be
purified, shaken to its very foundation,

and it will go th.ough, although much of
the machinery will swiftly disappear. See
Selected Messages, book 2, 58; book 1,
175; Evangelism, 700. When the economy
crashes, God will then use very simple
means to fmish His work on this sin-

cursed planet. See Evangelism, 63; The
Great Controversy, 589-590.

There will soon be a loud-cry move-
ment, but will you and I be a part of it?

"Unless those who can help in __ are
aroused to a sense of their duty, they will
not recognize the work of God when the
loud cry of the third angel shall be heard.
When light goes forth to lighten the earth,
instead of coming up to the help of the Lord,
they will want to bind about His work to
meet theirnarrow ideas. Let me tell you that
the Lord will work in this last work in a
manner very much out ofthe common order
of things, and in a way that will be contrary
to any human planning. There will be those

among us who will always want to control
the work of God, to dictate even what
movements shall be made when the work
goes forward under the direction of the
angel who joins the third angel in the
message to be given to the world. God will
use ways andmeans by which it will be seen

that He is taking the reins in His own hands.
The workers will be surprised by the simple
means that He will use to bring about and
perfect His work of righteousness. Those
who are accounted good workers will need
to draw nigh to God, they will need the
divine touch. They will need to drink more
deeply and continuously at the fountain of
living water, in order that they may discern
God's work at every point. Workers may
make mistakes, but you should give them a
chance to correct their errors, give them an
opportunity to learn caution, by leaving the
work in their hands." Testimonies to Minis-
ters,300. D

Twenty-one
Days

With Jesus
by Jeff and Marlene

Wehr

It has been said that it takes
twenty-one days to learn a new
habit Or to unlearn an old one.
This book is designed to help us
develop the habit of spending
precious time with Christ.
Twenty-one Days With Jesus is
excellent to share with your fam-
ily or neighbors. 380 pages. Only
$5.50 each. 25%discount for 10
or more.

See page 3
for shipping and

sales tax information

What Shall I Do To Inherit
Eternal
by Margaret Davis

Jesus said to beware of
the traditions of men. In
her book, the author tests
by the law and the testi-
mony the many traditions
related to the plan of sal-
vation which are currently
circulating within Advent-
ism. 222 pages. $5.95 each.
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The Retreat Toward Egypt

the land of their bondage. "In their hearts"
they had "turned back again into Egypt,"
and had even "appointed a captain to return
to their bondage," so now they were com-
pelled to start an ignominious retreat toward
the place of their heart's desire where they
could obtain the things their souls lusted
after. They did not return all of the way to
Egypt. The next 38 years were spent wan-
dering about in the desert of Zin. They did
not return to Egypt, nor did they go forward
to the Promised Land. They were practi- tJ
cally at a standstill.

THEN we turned, and took our
journey in.to the wilderness by the
way of the Red sea, as the LoRD

spake unto me: and we compassed. mount
Seir many days." Deuteronomy 2:1.

According to verses 14 and 15, the
"many days" the Israelites encamped
around Mount Seir in the wilderness of
Zin was almost 38 years. During this
time "the hand of the Lord was against
them, to destroy from among the host
until they were consumed." This of course
is speaking of those who rebelled and
"provoked the Lord" at Kadesh. During
the whole period of their wilderness wan-
dering they were under the disfavor of
God. A study of the map reveals the fact
that the hosts of Israel practically re-
traced their steps as far as the Elanatic
Gulf, the western arm of the Red Sea.
This return into the wilderness from
Kadesh was a retreat, and was so consid-
ered by the nations of Canaan who had
trembled at their approach.

Went Backwards
"For I spake not unto your fathers,

nor commanded them in the day that I
brought them out of the land of Egypt,
concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices:
But this thing commanded I them, say-
ing, Obey my voice, and I will be your
God, and ye shall be my people: and
walk ye in all the ways that I have
commanded you, that it may be well
unto you. But they hearkened not, nor
inclined their ear, but walked in the coun-
sels and in the imagination of their evil
heart, and went backward, and not for-
ward." Jeremiah 7:22-24.

At the very threshold of their goal the
Israelites refused to hearken to divine coun-
sel, but walked "in the stubbornness oftheir
evil heart," and retreated backward toward
Egypt, instead of going forward toward
Canaan. The rebellion at Kadesh made it
necessary for them to turn their backs upon
the Promised Land and face again toward

Wilderness Wandering
"But as for you, your carcases, they

shall fall in this wildemess. And your
children shall wander in the wilderness
forty years, and bear your whoredoms,
until your carcases be wasted in the wilder-
ness. After the number ofthe days in which
ye searched the land, even forty days, each
day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities,
even forty years, and ye shall know my
breach of promise." Numbers 14:32-34.

"And the LORD's anger was kindied
against Israel, and he made them wander
in the wilderness forty years, until all
the generation, that had done evil in the
sight of the LORD, was consumed." Num-
bers 32:13.

Thewilderness wandering of Israel was
the fulfilhnent of a divine decree or sen-
tence because at Kadesh they "had done
evil in the sight of the Lord" and had
kindled His anger. There was not even a
highway for them to travel on, but they
drifted or wandered ahnlessly about in a
desert or "void place."-Margin. ''They
wandered in the wilderness in a solitary
way; they found no city to dwell in. Hungry
and thirsty, their soul fainted in them."
Psahn 107:4-5. It was indeed a solitary
and desolate way over which they traveled
during their wilderness wanderings. "Wan-
der" means "to ramble here and there,
without any certain course or object in
view, to range, or roam about, to
stray, to depart or stray from any settled
course or path, to deviate."

During this period they made no
progress toward their final goal. Their
punishment was very severe, but their
sin at Kadesh was very grievous. They
must learn lessons of faith and obedi-
ence in the hard school of experience.
The Lord could not take rebels into the
Promised Land. "Thus saith the LORD
unto this people, Thus have they loved
to wander, they have not refrained their
feet, therefore the LORD doth not accept

\.
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Those who are living on the very borders of
the world are courting tragic failure and

eternal ruin. They constitute the "mixed
multitude" of the Advent movement.

them; he will now remember their iniq-
uity, and visit their sins." Jeremiah
14;10.

Material Prosperity
"He blesseth them also, so that they

are multiplied greatly; and suffereth not
their cattle to decrease." Psalm 107;38.
While this was doubtless spoken of the
experience of the Israelites in Egypt,
there can be no question but the Exodus
movement continued to increase in mem-
bership during the entire course of their
journey. See Nehemiah 9;23.

Material prosperity in increasing num-
bers did not cease during their wilderness
wanderings. During this time they doubt-
less also increased in efficiency of their
organization, and from a material view-
point they appeared to be a prosperous
people. 1bis sort of prosperity, however,
did not lead them toward the Promised
Land. Increased eqnipment and numbers is
not the prosperity that counts most with
God. Spiritual progress alone could bring
success to the movement, and lead them
out of the wilderness and into the Prom-
isedLand.

The Advent Movement
While the Heaven-sent message that

began at the Minneapolis Conference in
1888 led the Advent movement out of the
wilderness of sin to the very borders of the
heavenly Canaan, the rejection of that mes-
sage resnlted in a retreat back into the
wilderness again. The movement itself has
not gone all the way back to Egypt or the
world, but, like Israel of old, has only
retreated "toward Egypt." It is true, how-
ever, that many thousands of individual
members have completed the journey all
the way back to the world. Their retreat has
taken them back to Babylon, the place of
their fonner bondage. It is also true that
thousands of other Adventists are danger-
ously near the world, and will soon sever
all connections with God's people and
return to spiritual Egypt. But the Advent
movement itself has never completed the
retreat and never will. Its f'mal triumph is
just as certain as was that of the Exodus
movement, and allwho remain in themove-
ment to the end will reach the heavenly
goal.

Hearts in Egypt

The long delay of the Exodus move-
ment was due to the fact that the Israel-

ites did not sever all connections with
Egypt and the things of Egypt. "In their
hearts they turned back again into Egypt."
They continued to think of and lust after
the things of the land of their bondage.
This is also the cause of the long delay
of the triumph of the Advent movement.
Those whose hearts are in the world,
and whose affections are set upon the
things of the world, will eventually fol-
low their hearts and return to the world.

Only those who make a complete separa-
tion from the world, and who "seek those
things which are above" and set their
"affection on things above, not on things
on the earth" (Colossians 3:1-2), will
eventually triumph with the Advent move-
ment. It is dangerous to retreat toward
the world and to have our interests cen-
tered on the things of the world. Those
who are living on the very borders of the
world are courting tragic failure and eter-
nal ruin. They constitute the "mixed mul-
titude" of the Advent movement.

Previous Retreat

The retreat worldward after the rejec-
tion of the 1888 message was only the
repetition of a spiritual retreat that had
been in progress previous to the giving
of that Heaven-sent message. In fact, a
growing conformity to the world was the
reason why the Lord sent the message
calling for a spiritual revival and refor-
mation. The following are a few of many
statements regarding the spiritual condi-
tion of God's people before 1888; "Many
have for years made no advancement in
knowledge and true holiness. They are
spiritual dwarfs. Instead of going for-
ward to perfection, they are going back
to the darkness and bondage of Egypt."
Testimonies, vol. 2, 124. "As a people
we are not advancing in spirituality as
we near the end." "My heart aches day
after day and night after night for our
churches. Many are progressing, but in a
back track." Testimonies, vol. 5, 11, 93.

Retreating

"I am filled with sadness when I thinkof
our condition as a people. The Lord has not
closed heaven to us, but our own course of
continual backsliding has separatedus from
God. Pride, covetousness, and love of the
world have lived in the heart without fear of
banishment or condemnation. Grievous and
presumptuous sins have dwelt among us.
And yet the general opinion is that the

church is flourishing, and that peace and
spiritual prosperity are in all her borders.
The church has turned back from following
Christ her Leader and is steadily retreating
toward Egypt. Yet few are alarmed or
astonished at their want of spiritual power."
Testimonies, vol. 5, 217. Just as the Israel-
ites were in the wilderness before they
reached Kadesh at the borders of the Prom-
ised Land, so the Advent people were in the
wilderness of sin before they reached the
borders of the heavenly Canaan in 1888.

A Worse Retreat

The worst spiritual retreat in the his-
tory of the Advent movement has come as
the result of rejecting the 1888 message.
"Since the time of the Minneapolis meet-
ing, I have seen the state of the Laodicean
church as never before. I have heard the
rebuke of God spoken to those who feel so
well satisfied, who know not their spiritual
destitutiolt ... Like the Jews, many have
clOSed their eyes lest they should see; but
there is as great peril now, in closing the
eyes to light, andwalking apart from Christ,
feeling need of nothing, as there was when
Hewas upon earth. I have been shownmany
things which I have presented before our
people in solemnity and earnestness, but
those whose hearts have been hardened
through criticism, jealousy, and evil
surmisings, knew not that they were poor,
and miserable, and blind, and naked.... I
feel sad when I think how for long years
there has been a gradual lowering of the
standard.... 1bis great spiritual destitution
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Spirituality deadened, humility and childlike
simplicity gone, a mechanical, fonnal

profession of faith has taken the place of love
and devotion. Is this mournful condition of
hi .?t ngs to contmue. . ..

is not caused by any failure on the part of
Christ doing all that is possible for the
church." Review and Herald, August 26,
1890. The movement retreated back into
the terrible Laodicean wilderness out of
which the 1888 message endeavored to
lead them.

Spiritnal Weakness

"The Lord has sent a message to arouse
his people to repent, and do their flIst
works; but how has His message been
received? While some have heeded it,
others have cast contempt and reproach on
the message and the messenger. Spiritual-
ity deadened, humility and childlike sim-
plicity gone, a mechanical, formal profes-
sion of faith has taken the place of love and
devotion. Is this mournful condition of
things to continue? ... Why will you try to
rekindle a mere fitful fire, and walk in the
sparks of your own kindling? . . . The
church is like the unproductive tree which,
receiving the dew and rain and sunshine,
should have produced an abundance of
fruit, but on which the divine search dis-
covers nothing but leaves. Solemn thought
for our churches! solelllll, indeed, for ev-
ery individual! Marvelous is the patience
and forbearance of God; but 'except thou

repent,' it will be exhausted; the churches,
our institutions, will go trOln weakness to
weakness, from cold fonnality to dead-
ness, while they are saying, 'I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need of
nothing.' The True Witness says, 'And
knowest not that thou art wretched, and
miserable, and poor, and blind, and naked. '
Revelation 3:17. Will they ever see clearly
their condition?" Review and Herald,
December 23, 1890. Republished in the
Review and Herald November 7, 1918.

Christiess Experience

"There are many, many, professed
Christians who are waiting unconcernedly
for the corrting of the Lord. They have not
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on the garment of His righteousness. They
may profess to be children of God, but they
are not cleansed from sin. They are selfish
and self-sufficient. Their experience is
Chtistless. They neither love God su-
premely nor their neighbor as themselves.
They have no true idea of what constitutes
holiness. They do not see the defects in
themselves. So blinded are they, that they
are not able to detect the subtle working of
pride and iniquity. They are clad in the rags
of self-righteousness, and stricken with
spiritual blindness. Satan has cast his
shadow between them and Chtist, and they
have no wish to study the pure, holy char-
acter of the Saviour." Review and Herald,
February 26, 190 I.

Half-dead Christianity

"In many hearts there seems to be
scarcely a breath of spiritual life. This
makes me very sad. I fear that aggres-
sive warfare against the world, the nesh,
and the devil has not been maintained.
Shall we cheer on, by a half-dead Chris-
tianity, the selfish, covetous spirit of
the world, sharing its ungodliness and
smiling on its falsehood?-Nay! ...
"God brings against ministers and

people the heavy charge of spiritual feeble-

ness, saying, 'I know thy works, that thou art
neither cold nor hot: I would thou wert cold
or hot. So then because thou 3.1t lukewann,
and neither coldnor hot, I will spew thee out
of my mouth. Because thou sayest, I am
rich, and increased with goods, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou
art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked: I counsel thee to buy of
me gold tried in the flIe, that thou !nayest be
rich; and white rainlent, that thou mayest be
clothed, and that the shame ofthy nakedness
do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou !nayest see.' Revelation
3:15-18. God calls for a spiritual revival
and a spiritual refonnation. Unless this
takes place, those who are lukewarm will
continue to grow more abhorrent to the

Lord, until He will refuse to aclmowledge
them as His children." Review and Herald,
February 25, 1902.

Church Converted to the World

"It is a solemn and terrible truth that
many who have been zealous in proclaim-
ing the third angel's message are now
becoming listless and indifferent! The line
of demarcation between worldlings and
many professed Clnistians is ahnost indis-
tinguishable. Many who once were earnest
Adventists are confonuing to the world-
to its practices, its customs, its selfish-
ness. Instead of leading the world to render
obedience to God's law, the church is
uniting more and more closely with the
world in transgression. Daily the church is
becoming converted to the world." Testi-
monies, vol. 8, 118-119. Published in
1904, this statement indicates that not only
many individuals but also the entire church
ormovementhasmade a retreat worldward.
There are scores of other similar state-
ments that might be read.

Material Prosperity

Just as Israel increased in nwnbers and
enjoyed a degree of matelial prosperity
dming thei.r retreat and wildemess wander-
ing, so the Advent m.ovement likewise
steadily increased its membership, un-
proved its organization, extended its influ-
ence, expanded its mission borders, and
multiplied its institutions, evangelists and
finances, even while it was retreating to-
ward the world and wandering abont in the
wildemess of sin. But material prospeJity
is not always an evidence of spiritual
progress. It is possible to experience the
former without the latter. If material
progress constitutes a sure evidence of the
blessing and approval of God, what conclu-
sion would be inevitable regarding the
growth of the Papacy, Mohanunedism,
Christian Science, and many other false
teligions?

Spiritual Retreat

The retreat is in tegard to spiritual and
not material things. "The work has been
extended so that it now covets a large
territory, and the number of believers has
increased. Still there is a great deficiency,
for a larger work might have been accom-
plished had the sarne missionary spirit
been manifested as in earlier days. Without
this spirit the laborer will only mar and
deface the cause ofGod. The wode is really



retrograding instead of advancing as God
designs it should. Our present numbers and
the extent of our work are not to be
compared with what they were in the be-
ginning. We should consider what might
have been done had every worker conse-
crated himself, in soul, body, and spirit, to
God as he should have done." Testimonies,
vol. 6, 420, published in 1900. "But in some
respects the work has deteriorated. While it
has grown in extent and facilities, it has
waned in piety." Testimonies, vol. 7, 217,
published in 1902.

True Prosperity

'''If numbers were evidence of success,
Satan might claim the pre-eminence; for in
this world his followers are largely in the
majority. It is the degree of moral power
pervading the college that is a test of its
prosperity. It is the virtue, intelligence, and
piety ofthe people composing ourchurches,
not their numbers, that should be a source
of joy and thankfulness." Testimonies, vol.
5, 31-32. Following a description of ma-
terial prosperity and display in religious
worship when godliness is lacking, we
read: "But in all this God is not honored.
He values His church, not for its extelnal
advantages, but for the sincere piety which
distinguishes it from the world. He esti-
mates it according to the growth of its
members in the knowledge of Christ, ac-
cording to their progress in spiritual expe-
rience. He looks for the principles of love
and goodness.. .. A congregation may be
the poorest in the land. It may be without
the attractions of any outward show; but if
the members possess the principles of the
character of Christ, angels will unite with
them in theirworship."Prophets andKings,
565-566.

Here is the reason for the Laodicean
deception. The church has mistaken mate-
rial prosperity for spiritual progress; as the
evidence of ti,e presence of God and the
favor of Heaven. The purpose of the
Laodicean message is to COlTeet this false
impression and to show that God reckons
prosperity from the viewpoint of spiritual
life and growth. Material prosperity will of
course follow the presence and blessing of
God as in apostolic days, but it is the result
and not the cause of the Divine favor. The
history of many ancient and modem false
religious movements proves that material
prosperity of itself is meaningless. To
leanl this lesson is one of the greatest
needs of the Advent people, for on it
depends our eternal destiny. 0
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WEATshould I sayar do? That
was the question I had to ask
myself as I listened to the tes-

timony of Sofia. She was utterly
aged, perhaps a bit despondent, wander-
ing in the painful land of hopelessness.
What had led her to this dangerous wil-
derness-with a slough of despondency
such as the one described in Iohn
Bunyan's The Pilgrim's Progress?

She went on to share that she had
received anonymous letters, apparently
from her testimony" friends,
"conservative Christians," and "historic
Seventh-day Adventists," who were in
the business of "uplifting" the standards

of the Church against any form of apos-
tasy Or infidelity toward God's truth.

To be objective, I had to ask Sofia about
the nature of the rebukes and accusations
given her by these watclunen on the walls
of Zion. Based on our human nature, I
expected a form offruger pointing that often
is manifested by those who want to defend

against personal attacks. To my
surprise, Sofia had no arguments in her
defense nor did she deny the charges, Or the
nature of the rebukes. She was very frank
with me and shared that she had a weakness
in her character to be disorderly and untidy.
The complexity of her lifestyle, which in-
cluded some good causes such as giving

Bible srudies, Christian witnessing, engag-
ing in c01l\lllunity serviceactivities, working
at herjob to make a living, child raising, and
home schooling, just to mention a few, had
distracted her to the point that she did not
fully accomplish some of her other tasks,
specifically her honsekeeping duties. She ex-
pressed later that shewas sympathetic to what
had happened to her ftiend Laura who, like
herself, had also received anonymous letters
which condemned some of her practices.

Sofia shared with me the letters that
she had received. In all fairness, perhaps
because I was not the focus of the re-
buke, I concluded that the letters were
not nasty, disrespectful or offensive. Ba-
sically, after detailing Sofia's defects,
whoever wrote the letter listed a long
series of statements taken from the writ-
ings of the Spirit of Prophecy that openly
disapproved Sofia's practices.

I must confess that I hadmixed feelings
when I read the letter. My fmt reaction was
like that of David, who after listening to
Nathan's parable, became so indignant as to
pronounce a dreadful judgment that even-
tually fell upon himself. See 2 Samuel 12. I
was indignant because I perceived that
God's beautiful and straightforward admo-
nltions were being used as a whip (by
lacking a friendly approach) to punish the
guilty. My second reaction was to act
carefully so that my sympathy toward my
friend Sofia would not undermine the infal-
libility and application of divine counsel.
Finally, I told my friend that she should rise
above what appeared to her to be less than
the ideal method in dealing with a very
delicate issue. However, she should try to
see that behind the painful rebuke might
well have been very good and noble inten-
tions. I prayed with Sofia, and provided
some practical suggestions on how to im-
prove in that area of concern, and then bade
herfarewell.

Later in the quietness ofmy personal
devotions, I committed myself to avoid
the usage of anonymous letters. Per-
haps, at times, writing nameless mes-
sages may be a tool to reach someone.
Nevertheless, people have the tendency
to listen and consider the advice of those
that sincerely show themselves as friends.
"A man that hath friends must shew

himself friendly." Proverbs 18:24. Show-
ing yourself friendly perhaps may in-
volve wounding someone's feelings, yet
let us remember that "faithful are the
wounds of a friend; but the kisses of an
enerny are deceitful." Proverbs 27:6.

Some very sincere Adventists are ea-
ger to uproot apostasy within God's

Preston Monterrey
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church, but they end up making matters
worse by breaking the bruised reeds and
quenching the smoking flax.

"Speaking through His prophet of the
workto be done by Christ in the world, God
says: 'Behold my servant, whom I uphold;
mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; 1
have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring
forth judgment to the Gentiles. He shall not
cry, nor lift up, nOr cause his voice to be
heard in the street. A bruised reed shall he
not break, and the smoking flax shall he
not quench: he shall bring forth judgment
unto truth. He shall not fail nor be discour-
aged, till he have set judgment in the earth:
and the isles shall wait for his law.' Isaiah
42: 1-4. Christ Himselfdeclared: 'The Spirit
of the Lord is upon me, because he hath
anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor; he hath sent me to heal the broken-
hearted, to preach deliverance to the cap-
tives, and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty them that are bruised.' Luke
4:18." Review and Herald, April 10, 1900.
(All emphasis supplied unless otherwise
noted.)

A careful horticulturist would deal
tenderly with a bruised stem or twig, and
if it was a special plant he might even
bandage the twig until it healed. If a man
was trying to start a fIre and had no more
matches, but had succeeded in getting a
tiny flame from a flax straw, he would
deal tenderly with the little fire and blow
gently on it and add the tiniest wood or
reed or leaf particles until he obtained an
actual fire. To place a heavy piece of
wood on top of the weak flame would
probably extinguish the fire immediately
and permanently. A strong gust of wind
would snuff out the flame as well. Just
so gently should we deal with weak,
discouraged saints. Christ treated most
sinners very gently, but overt sinners
such as the hypocritical Pharisees re-
ceived more stern treatment, for they
knew better.

Christ's ministry is described by God's
prophet as neither breaking the bruised
reed nor quenching the smoking flax. I
shall now proceed to describe different
incidents in the ministry of Christ which
beautifully illustrate this aspect of Christ's
character.

Bruised Samaritans
"The Samaritans had heard of

Christ's words of commendation and
His works of mercy for men of their
nation. They saw that, notwithstand-
ing their rude treatment of Him, He had

only thoughts of love toWard them,
and their hearts were won. After Bis
ascension they welcomed the Saviour's
messengers, and the disciples gathered
a precious harvest from among those
who had once been their bitterest en-
emies. 'A bruised reed shall he not
break, and the dimly butning flax shall
he not quench: he shal! bring forth
judgment unto truth: Isaiah 42:3, mar-
gin. 'And in his name shal! the Gentiles
trust.' Matthew 12:21." The DeSire of
Ages, 488-489.

A Bruised Heathen
"The Saviour manifested divine com-

passion toward the Syro·Phoenicianwoman.
His heart was touched with pitying tender·
ness, as He saw her 'woe and grief; He
longed to give her an immediate assurance
that her prayer was heard, and her request
fulfilled; but He desired to teach His dis-
ciples a lesson; and for a short period oftime
He seemed to act out the feelings that
prompted them, andneglected the cry ofher
heart. He acted towards her in the same
manner as the Pharisees taught the people
to act toward all such so-called heathen.
Christ even repulsed her. Be Imew the heart
ofthewoman. Heknewwhat sortow pressed
upon her soul, and understood her persis-
tent determination not to be driven away
until her request was granted. When she
made known her request to Christ, he said,
'It is not meet to take the children's bread,
and to cast it unto dogs.' Matthew 15:26.
But she had an answer ready, and said, 'The
dogs eat of the crumbs whicllfall from their
master's table,' Verse 27. This is all I ask.
Give me the privilege of eating the crumbs
that fall from the table.

"Did she go away empty and discont·
aged?-No, she received her request. The
Lordcommendedher for her great faith, and
sent her away with the precious boon she
had asked. He then turned to His disciples
and said, 'I have not found sO great faith,
no, not in Israel.' Matthew 8:10. Did the
disciples ever forget this lesson?-No. This
case is placed on record to show what is the
result of persevering in presenting ant
needs to the Hearer of prayer. Of Christ it
was written. 'The bruised reed shall he not
break, and the smoking flax shall he not
quench.' No soul will be left to perish who
asks in faith for the help of Christ. The
weakest, the most struggling soul, may live,
and find hope and suffiCiency in God.
When Jesus comes into the storm and the
darkness, midnight is as bright as noonday.
The faith that recognizes Christ leads the

soul to rest itnpiicitly upon the promises,
because God is behind them, There is hope
for the most desponding. Those who take
Christ at His Word, whO surrender their
souls to His keeping, their lives to His
ordering, will find peate, quietude, and rest.
Hewill impart grace to the needy soul." The
Signs ofrhe TImes, May 28, 1896.

Bruised Olltcasts
"To the heart ofChrist the very presence

of trCuble was a call for help. The poor, the
sick, the desolate, the outcasts, the discour-
aged, the desponding, found in Him a
Compassionate SaViOur, aMightyHealer. 'A
bruised reed shall he not break, and smok·
ing flax shall he not quench: he shall bring
forthjudgrnent unto trUth.' Christ identifies
Bis interests with those ofsuffering hnman"
ity, and Be tells us that whatever we do to
telieve a sufferer, We do fbt Him...."
Medical Ministry, 121.

"Bow greatly Christ would be hon-
ored and glorified before the wodd if
His followers Were what they claim to
be-trUe Christians, the love of Christ
constraining them to make Him mown,
their iives dedicated to unselfish service.

"I see such loftiness of spirit in those
who profess to believe in clitist! I am
pained, deeply pained, night and day, to see
themmore likewoddlings than likeChrist in
character and practice. God expects to re-
ceive from allwhobelieve inHim the service
of a heart filled with love.

"Christ has revealed Himself as a wise,
patient, lortg"suffering Helper, full of di-
vine pity. Be assuted that He will not
break the bruised reed. He will tenderly
lead yout steps in safe parhs, guiding
you into all truth. He will gladden the
heatts of all Who will give themselves
without reserve to His guidance. He will
impart to them gracious instruction.
"0, how I long to speak these words

to those who are not so lofty in their
own ideas that they have lost all desire
for the precious grace of Christ's love.
This is the instruction we so much need;
that we may impart it to worn, weary
souls. You and I must be where we can
feed the souls who are longing to hear
words of light and life," Pacific Union
Recorder, June 2, 19D4.

"Study the life and character ofChrist,
and seek to imitate His example. The un-
consecrated course of some of those wha
claim to be believers in the third angels
message, has resulted in driving some of
the poor sheep into the desen; and who is
it that has manifested a shepherd's care for
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He who came not to break the bruised reed
nor quench the smoking flax would not

repulse this soul while even one desire was
reaching toward the light.

the lost and wandering? Is it not time to be
Christians in practice as well as in profes-
sian? What benevolence, what compas-
sion, what tender sympathy, Jesus has
manifested toward suffering humanity! The
heart that beats in unison with His great
heart of infinite love will give sympathy to
every needy soul, and will make it manifest
that he has the mind of Christ. 'A bruised
reed shall he not break, and the smoking
flax shall he not quench.' Every suffering
soul has a claim upon the sympathy of
others, and those who are imbued with the
love of Christ, filled with His pity, tender-
ness, and compassion, will respond to ev-
ery appeal to their sympathy. They will not
say, when an appeal is made to them in
behalf of those who are perishing out of
Christ, 'This does not concern me,' They
will not act the part of the elder brother, but
will manifest personal interest and sympa-
thy." Review andHerald, October 16, 1894.

Perhaps some of my friends would
respond: "Brother, you are doing wrong
by applying these principles to God's
people when the immediate context is
talking about individuals who are not a
part of the Lord's remnant church." How-
ever, I believe that the underlying prin-
ciples are also applicable to us. Let us
consider the following statement in which
the focus of attention is not on the
heathen, but on Christ's inner circle in
the person of one of His disciples.

A Bruised Disciple

"When Judas joined the disciples, he
was not insensible to the beauty of the
character of Christ. He felt the irtfluence of
that divine power which was drawing souls
to the Saviour. He who came not to break
the bruised reed nor quench the smoking
flax would not repulse this soul while even
one desire was reaching toward the light.
The Saviour read the heart of Judas; He
knew the depths of iniquity to which, unless
delivered by the grace of God, Judas would
sink In connecting this man with Himself,
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He placed him where he might, day by day,
be brought in contactwith the outflowing of
His ownunselfish love. Ifhe would openhis
heart to Christ, divine grace would banish
the demon of selfishness, and eVen Judas
might become a subject of the kingdom of
God." The Desire ofAges, 294.

Bruised Children

"Many parents deny the children an
indulgence in that which is safe and
innocent, and are so afraid of encourag-
ing them in cultivating desires for unlaw-
ful things that they will not even allow
their children to have the enjoyment that
children should have. Through fear of
evil results, they refuse permission to
indulge in some simple pleasure that
would have saved the very evil they seek
to avoid, and thus the children think
there is no use in expecting any favors,
and therefore will not ask for them. They
steal away to the pleasures they think
will be forbidden. Confidence between
the parents and children is thus de-
stroyed. If fathers and mothers have not
themselves had a happy childhood, why
should they shadow the lives of their
children because of their own great loss
in this respect? The father may think that
this is the only course that will be safe to
pursue; but let him remember that all
minds are not constituted alike, and the

greater the efforts made to restrict, the
more uncontrollable will be the desire to
obtain that which is denied, and the
result will be disobedience to parental
authority. The father will be grieved by
what he considers the wayward course
of his son, and his heart will feel sore
over his rebellion. But would it not be
well for him to consider the fact that the
first cause of his son's disobedience was
his own unwillingness to indulge him in
that in which there was no sin. The
father thinks that sufficient reason is
given for his son's abstaining from his

indulgence since he has denied it to him.
But parents should remember that their
children are intelligent beings, and they
should deal with them as they them-
selves would like to be dealt with.

"It is true that Christ is to be the model
for children. He was subject unto His par-
ents; but Christ is also the father's example,
and His tender love should be shown by His
human agent. The father should be enabled
to say, 'Thy gentleness hath made me
great.' Psaim 18:35. Christ is the model of
perfection, both in ontward manner and
inward grace, for Hewasmeekand gentle of
heart. He did not break the bruised reed,
nor quench the smoking flax. He enjoyed
seeing children and youth happy. He never
spoke an unkind, discourteous word Even
in His denunciations ofthe hypocrisy ofthe
Pharisees, keen and searching though they
were, there was no manifestation of an
irritated temper. Divine grace alone can
correct our objectionable tendencies.

"When circumstances arise that tempt
and irritate us, we should manifest love
and sympathy, and cultivate patience un-
der every provocation to anger. Under
trying circwnstances parents may think it
right to manifest sternness; but this is the
time when they will need to apply the oil
of grace in order to prevent friction in
the family. Harshness of temper must be
softened and subdued by the love of
Christ, in order that parents may be able
to deal wisely with their children. When,
by the wrong course of some members of
the family, a most ditIicult combination
of things comes into existence, which is
hard to harmonize, different manifesta-
tions of mind will make themselves ap-
parent in those who are to be reproved.
Some will be excessively sensitive, oth-
ers manifest a cold, proud reserve, oth-
ers be nervous and timid, and others still
be excessively irritable. Under such cir-
cumstances there will always be need of
forbearance, patience, and love. Let all
by repentance, forgiveness, and love
seek to bring all the sunshine that is
possible into the home life, that alien-
ation may be healed, and the family come
into unity.

"The Christian must modify his stern
traits of character through the grace of
Christ, and cultivate that which is gentle
and peaceful. Great harm is done to the
canse of Christ when Christians permit
their unholy traits of character to misrep-
resent the gentle, courteons spirit of the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Old age at times
expects too much of inexperienced youth,
and youth expect too much of the aged.



While the servant of Christ should seek with
all patience and love to save sinners, he

should on no account give license to sin.
Compassion for the erring should not
degenerate into indulgence for transgression.

Let all take Christ for their example, who
never spoke a hasty, discourteous word,
or performed a rude action. It is just as
much the sacred duty of the aged to
grow old gracefully, mellowing in dispo-
sition in the autumn of life, as it is for the
youth to represent the graces of the
character of Christ. Manners are the ex-

pression of character, and divine grace
can do everything to sanctify the char-
acter. Therefore, 'let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus.'
Philippians 2:5." The Signs of the Times,
May 14, 1894.

Avoid Breaking Bruised Reeds
One key element that is often ignored

by the expositors, perhaps because they
are not aware of it, is that "the manner in
which the truth is presented often has
much to do in determining whether it will
be accepted or rejected. It is to be regret-
ted that many do not realize that the
manner in which Bible truth is presented
has much to do with the impressions
made upon minds, and with the Christian
character afterward developed by those
who receive the truth. Instead of imitat-
ing Christ in His manner of labor, many
are severe, critical, and dictatorial. They
repulse instead of winning souls. Such
will never know how many weak ones
their harsh words have wounded and
discouraged." Evangelism, 168.
The more I dwell upon this subject,

the more I am compelled by the Spirit to
admit my own errors in dealing with pre-
cious souls for whom Christ died. How
are we in OUf own homes? How do we
relate to the little lambs? Are we severe
and critical with our children or with our
spouse, using words such as: "You never
. .." and "You always .. ,"1
Has the Lord placed us in a position

of influence to advance God's cause?
How do we relate to our coworkers? Do
we repulse them? Do we use harsh words

that have wounded and discouraged
them?

"In His act of pardoning this woman
and encouraging her to live a better life,
the character ofJesus shines forth in the
beauty of perfect righteousness. While
He does not palliate sin, nor lessen the
sense of guilt, He seeks not to condemn,

but to save. The world had for this erring
woman only contempt and sconl; hut
Jesus speaks words of comfort and hope.
The Sinless One pities the wealmess of
the sinner, and reaches to her a helping
hand. While the hypocritical Pharisees
denounce, Jesus bids her, 'Go, and sin
no more.' John 8:11.
"It is not Christ's follower that, with

averted eyes, turns from the erring, leav-
ing them unhindered to pursue their
downward course. Those who are for-
ward in accusing others, and zealous in
bringing them to justice, are often in
their own lives more guilty than they.
Men hate the sinner, while they love the
sin. Christ hates the sin, but loves the
sinner. This will be the spirit of all who
follow Him. Christian love is slow to
censure, quick to discern penitence, ready
to forgive, to encourage, to set the wan-
derer in the path of holiness, and to stay
his feet therein." Desire ofAges, 462.
"Jesus has given us in His life an

example of pity and love for the erring.
While He fearlessly reproved sin, He
regarded the sinner with compassion.
Looking upon the cross of Calvary, where
Christ poured out His life to atone for
our sins, let us recall His "Vords, 'Love
one another, as I have loved you.' Mat-
thew 15: 12. Oh that we all, both ministers
and people, might heed the tender en-
treaty!

"But while the servant of Chtist should
seek with all patience and love to save
sinners, he should on no account give
license to sin. He must not allow his
perceptions to be dulled by contact with
iniquity, or his judgment to be perverted

by the world's opinion. By excusing and
palliating sin, we lose a sense of its
heinous character. Compassion for the
erring should not degenerate into indul-
gence for transgression. In order to pre-
serve the safe mean, the Christian must
add to patience godliness. Then he will
see as God sees." Review and Herald,
December 20, 1881.

'True love seeks first the honor of
God and the salvation of souls. Those
who have this love will not evade the
truth to save themselves from the un-
pleasant results of plain speaking. When
souls are in peril, God's ministers will
not consider self, but will speak the word
given them to speak, refusing to excuse
or palliate evil." Prophets and Kings,
141-142.
Dear reader, we must keep a balance

between withholding reproof to save the
bruised flax and obeying the Lord's com-
mand to show "the house of Jacob their
sins." Through the gnidance of the Holy
Spirit we mnst do that which is actually
best to save the bruised reed for eter-
nity-not merely to save their feelings
while here on earth.
Probably we all have been guilty in

the past of breaking a bruised reed, hut
we can repent with the help of our Sav-
iour and Lord Jesns Christ. By His divine
grace we can become sincere and honest
friends of those who are weak and nearly
hopeless, and who are struggling against
their inherited and cultivated tendencies
to evil. In Christ we can find a perfect
balance, restoring bruised reeds with a
spirit of meekness. See Galatians 6: 1.
Sofia, had another friend, Martha, who
did not send anonymous notes, but went
to visit her, spending time with her, and
offering concrete suggestions to help
her improve her honsekeeping technics.
She worked with Sofia to clean her house.
She left joy, hope, peace, and redemption
behind her.

The following beautiful prayer was
offered long ago, "Lord, make me an
instrument of your peace; where there is
hatred, let me sow love; where there is
injury, pardon; where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope; where there
is darkness, light; where there is sad-
ness, joy. 0 Divine Master, grant that I
may not so much seek to be consoled as
to console; to be understood as to un-
derstand; to be loved as to love. For it is
in giving that we receive. It is in pardon-
ing that we are pardoned. It is in dying
[daily in Christ] that we are boru to
eternal life." Amen. 0
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E££echIa1Prayer

MA..NY prayers are offered with-
out faith. A set form of words
is used, but there is no real

importunity. These prayers are doubtful,
hesitating; they bring no relief to those
whO offer them, arid no comfort or hope
to others. The form of prayer is used, but
the spirit is wanting, showing that the
petitioner does not feel his need, and is
not hungering and thirsting after right-
eousness. These long, cold prayers are
untimely and wearisome; they are too
much like preaching the Lord a sermon.
Learn to pray short and right to the

point, asking for just what you need.
Learn to pray aloud where only God can
hear you. Do not offer make-believe
prayers, but earnest, feeling petitions,
expressing the hunger of the soul for the
Bread of Life. If we ptayed more in
secret, we should be able to pray more
intelligently in public. These doubtful,
hesitating prayers would cease. And when
we engaged with our brethren in public
worship, we could add to the interest of
the meeting; for we should bring with us
some of the atmosphere of Heaven, and

our worship would be a reality, and not a
mere form. Those about us can soon tell
whether we are in the habit of praying or
not. If the soul is not drawn out in prayer
in the closet and while engaged in the
business of the day, it will be manifest in
the prayer meeting. The public prayers
will be dry and formal, consisting of
repetitions and customary phrases, and
they will bring darkness rather than light
into the meeting.
The life of the soul depends upon

habitual communion with God. Its wants
are made known, and the heart is open to
receive fresh blessings. Gratitude flows
from unfeigned lips; and the refreshing
that is received from Jesus is manifested
in words, in deeds of active benevo-
lence, and in public devotion. There is
love to Jesus in the heart; and where love
exists, it will not be repressed, but will
express itself. Secret prayer sustains this
inner life. The heart that loves God will
desire to commune with Him, and will
lean on Him in holy confidence.
Let us learn to pray intelligently, ex-

pressing our requests with clearness and

precision. Let us put away the listless,
sluggish habit into which we have fallen,
and pray as though we meant it. "The
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous
man availeth much." James 5: 16. Faith
takes a firm hold of the promises of God,
and urges her petitions with fervor; but
when the life of the soul stagnates, the
outward devotions become formal and
powerless.
1have listened to testimonies like this: "I

have not the light that 1desire; 1have not the
assurance of the favor of God." Such testi-
monies express only unbelief and darkness.
Are you expecting that your merit will
recommend you to the favor of God, and
that you must be free from sin before you
trust His power to save? If this is the
struggle going on in your mind, 1fear you
will gain no strength, and will fmally be-
come discouraged. As the brazen serpent
was lifted up in the wilderness, so was
Christ lifted up to draw all men unto Him.
Allwho lookedupon that serpent, themeans
that God had provided, were healed; so in
our sinfuJness, in our great need, we must
"look and live." While we realize our
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L. uther was a man of prayer. He worked and
prayed as though something must be done,

and that at once, and it was done.... through
divine aid, he was enabled to shake the vast
power of Rome.

helpless condition without Christ, we must
not be discouraged; we must rely upon the
merits of a crucified and risen Saviour.
Poor, sin-sick, discouraged soul, look and
live. Jesus has pledged His Word; He will
save all woo come unto Him. Then let us
come confessing our sins, bringing forth
fruits meet for repentance.

JesuS is our Saviour today. He is plead-
ing for us in the Most Holy Place of the
heavenly sanctuary, and He will forgive our
sins. It makes all the difference in the world
with us spiritually whether we rely upon
God without doubt, as upon a sure founda-
tion, or whetherwe are seeking to fmd some
righteousness in ourselves before we come
to Him. Lookaway from self to the Lamb of
God that taketh away the sin of the world. It
is a sin to doubt. The least unbelief, if
cherished in the heart, involves the soul in
guilt, and brings great darkness anddiscour-
agement. It is saying that the Lord is false;
that He will not do as He has promised; and
He is greatly dishonored. Some have cher-
ished doubts, discontent, and a disposition
to be on the wrong side, until they love
doubts, and seem to think it is praiseworthy
to be on the side of the doubting. But when
the believing ones shall receive the end of
their faith, even the salvation of their souls,
the doubting ones, who have sowed unbe-
lief, will reap that which they have sown,
and a pitiful, Ulldesirable harvest it will be.

Some seem to feel that they must be
on probation, and must prove to the Lord
that they are reformed before they can
claim His blessing. But these dear souls
may claim the blessing of God even now.
They must have His grace" ,the spirit of
Christ to help their infiimities, or they
cannot form Christian characters. Jesus
loves to have us come to Him just as we
are-sinful, helpless, dependent. We
claim to be children of the light, not of
the night nor of darkness; what right
have we to be Ullbelieving?

Some obtain answers to prayer, a little
freedom, and they become elated. They do
not increase in faith, do not grow instrength
and courage, but they depend on feeling. If
they happen to feel well, they think they are
in favor with God. Howmany stumblehere,
how many are overcome! Feeling is no
criterion for any of us. "Faith is the sub-
stance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen." Hebrews 11:1. We are to
examine our characters in God's mirror, His
Holy Law, to detect our errors and imper-
fections, and then to remove them by the
precious blood of Christ.

Jesus, who died for us, loves ns with a
love that is infInite; and we must love one

another. We must put away all selfishness,
and work together in love and unity. We
have loved and petted ourselves, and ex-
cused ourselves inourwaywardness; butwe
have been unmerciful toward our brethren,
who are not as fanlty as ourselves. The Lord
loves us, and bears with us, even when we
are ungrateful to Hhn, forgetful of His
mercies, wickedly unbelieving; but con-
sider, brethrell, how relentless we are to one
another, how pitiless; how we hurt and
wound one another when we should love as
Christ has lovedus. Let us make a complete
change. Let us cultivate the precious plant
of love, and delight to help one another. We
must be kind, forbearing, patient with one
another's errors; we must keep our sharp
criticisms for Oluselves, but hope all things,
believe all things, of our brethren.

When we have cultivated a spirit of
charity, we may commit the keeping of
our souls to God as unto a faithful Cre-
ator, not because we are sinless, but
because Jesus died to save just such
erring, faulty creatures as we are, thus
expressing His estimate of the value of
the human soul. We may rest upon God,
not because of our own merit, but be-
cause the righteousness of Christ will be
imputed to us. We must look away from
self to the spotless Lamb of God, who
did no sin; and by looking to Him in
living faith, we shall become like Him.

There are rich promises for us in the
Word of God. The plan of salvation is
ample. It is no narrow, limited provision
that has been made for us. We are not

obliged to trust in the evidence that we
had a year or a month ago, but weIm'O)'
have the assurance today that Jesu....§.. Ives,
and is making intercession for u8.\Ve
.caniiOt do gooa to those arounduswhile

"aest1lUte Of
life. Our ministers do not wrestle all
.nlght in prayer, as many godly ministers
before us have done. They sit up bent
over tables, writing lessons, or preparing
articles to be read by thousands; they
arrange facts in shape to convince the

mind in regard to doctrine. All these
things are essential; but how much God
can do for us in sending light and con-
victing pow.er.-to hearts in answer tbtne
prayer of faith! The emPty seats in our
prayer meetings testify that Christians do
not realize the claims of God upon them;
they do not realize their duty to make
these meetings interesting and success-
ful. They go over a monotonous, weari-
some round, and return to their homes
unrefreshed, unblessed.
If we would refresh others, we must

ourselves drink of the Fountain that never
becomes dry. It is our privilege to be-
come acquainted with the Source of our
strength, to have hold of the arm of God.
If we wouls!..!'ave spiritual life and ell;.
yrgy, we With We
can speak to Him of our real wants; and
our eamest petitions will show that we
realize our needs, and will do what we
can to answer our own prayers. We must
obey the injunction of Paul,

dead, and Christ shall give thee light."
/Epheslans 5: 14. -

Luther was a man of prayer. He
worked and prayed as though something
must be done, and that at once, and it
was done. His prayers were followed up
by venturing something on the promises
of God; and, through divine aid, he was
enabled to shake the vast power of Rome,
so that in every COUlltry the foundations
of the church trembled.

The Spirit of God
the humble worker that abides in Christ...'''_._,._, ..

and comm1ll,1es with Him. Pray when you
are faint-hearted. When you are despond-
ing, close the lips firmly to men; keep all
the darkness within, lest you shadow the
path of another, but tell it to Jesus. Ask
for humility, wisdom, courage, increase
of faith, that you may see light in His
light, and rejoice in His love. Only be-
lieve, and you shall surely see the salva-
tion of God. 0

Review and Herald, April 22, 1884.
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Disease and Its Causes
Part 6

By Ellen G. White

THE mother frequently sends her
children from her presence because
she thinks she cannot endure the

noise occasioned by their happy frolics.
But with no mother's eye over them to
approve, or disapprove, at the right time,
unhappy differences often arise. A word
from the mother would set all right again.
They soon become weary, and desire
change, and go into the street for amuse-
ment; and pure, innocent-minded chil-
dren are driven into bad company, and
evil communications breathed into their
eats corrupt their good manners. The
mother often seems to be asleep to the
interest of her children, until she is pain-
fully aroused by the exhibition of vice.
The seeds of evil were sown in their
young minds, promising an abundant har-
vest. And it is a marvel to her that her
children are so prone to do wrong. Par-
ents should begin in season to instill into
infant minds good and correct principles.
The mother should be with het children
as much as possible, and should sow
precious seed in their hearts.
The mother's time belongs in a spe-

cial manner to her children. They have a
right to her time as no others can have. In
many cases mothers have neglected to
discipline their children, because it would
require too much of their time, which
they think must be spent in the cooking
department, or in preparing their own
clothing, and that of their children, ac-
cotding to fashion, to foster pride in their
young hearts. In order to keep their rest-
less children still, they have given them
cake or candies, almost any hout of the
day, and their stomachs are crowded with
hurtful things at irregular periods. Their
pale faces testify to the fact that mothers
are doing what they can to destroy the
remaining life forces of theit poor chil-
dren. The digestive organs are constantly
taxed, and are not allowed periods of rest.
The liver becomes inactive, the blood
impure, and the children are sicldy and
irritable, because they are real sufferers
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"Christ stands before us tern Man,
the great Medical Missionary-an example

for all who should come after."
Lorna Linda Messages, 61,

from intemperance; and it is impossible
for them to exercise patience.
Parents wonder that children are so

much more difficult to control than they
used to be, when in most cases their own
criminal management has made them so.
The quality of food they bring upon their
tables, and encourage their children to eat,
is constantly exciting their animal pas-
sions, and weakening the moral and intel-
lectual faculties. Very many children are
made miserable dyspeptics in their youth
by the wrong course their parents have
pursued toward them in childhood. Par-
ents will be called to rendet an account to
God for thus dealing with their children.
Many parents do not give their chil-

dren lessons in self-control. They indulge
their appetite, and form the habits of their
children, in childhood, to eat and drink
according to their desires. So will they be
in their general habits in their youth. Their
desires have not been restrained; and as
they grow older, they will not only indulge
in the common habits of intemperance, but
they will go still further in indulgences.
They will choose their own associates,
although corrupt. They cannot endure re-
straint from their patents. They will give
loose rein to their corrupt passions, and
will have but little regard for purity or
virtue. This is the reason there is so little
purity and moral worth among the youth of
the present day, and is the great cauSe why
men and women feel undet so little obliga-
tion to render obedience to the law ofGod.
Some parents have not control over them-
selves. They do not control their own

motbid appetites, or their passionate tem-
pers; therefore they cannot educate their
children in regard to the denial of appe-
tite, nor teach them self-control.
Many mothers feel that they have not

time to instruct their children; and in
order to get them out of the way, and get
rid of their noise and trouble, they send
them to school. The schoolroom is a
hard place for children who have inherit-
ed enfeebled constitutions. Schoolrooms
generally have not been constructed with
reference to health, but with tegard to
cheapness. The rooms have 110t been
arranged so that they can be ventilated,
as they should be, without exposing the
children to severe colds. And the seats
have seldom been made so that the
children can sit with ease, and keep their
little, growing frames in a proper pos-
ture to insure healthy action of the lungs
and heart. Young children can grow into
almost any shape, and can, by habits of
proper exercise and correct positions of
the body, obtain healthy forms. It is
destructive to the health and life of
young children for them to sit in the
schoolroom, upon hard, ill-formed bench-
es, from three to five hours a day, inhal"
ing the impure air caused by many
breaths. The weak lungs become affect-
ed; and the brain, from which the ner-
vous energy of the whole system is
detived, becomes enfeebled by being
called into active exercise before the
strength of the mental organs is suffi-
ciently matured to endure fatigue.
In the schoolroom the foundation

has been surely laid for diseases of
various kinds. But, more especially,
the most delicate of all organs, the
brain, has often been permanently in-
jured by too great exercise. This has
often caused inflammation, then drop-
sy [swelling] of the head, and convul-
sions, with their dreaded results. And
the lives ofmany have been thus sacri-
ficed by ambitious mothers. Of those
children who have apparently had suf-
ficient force of constitution to survive
this treatment, there are very many
who carry the effects of it through life.
The nervous energy of the brain be-
comes so weakened that after they
come to maturity, it is impossible for
them to endure much mental exercise.



I t is because of the love that He has placed inour hearts for our brothers and sisters, and
those outside our faith, that we continue to
preach and write as we do.

The force of some of the delicate or-
gans of the brain seems to be expended.
And not only has the physical and

mental health of children been endan-
gered by their being sent to school at
too early a period [an age], but they
have been the losers in a moral point
of view. They have had opportunities
to become acquainted with children
who were uncultivated in their man-
ners. They were thrown into the soci-
ety of the coarse and rough, who lie,
swear, steal, and deceive, and who
delight to impart their knowledge of
vice to those younger than themselves.
Young children, if left to themselves,
learn the bad -more readily than the
good. Bad habits agree best with the
natural heart; and the things which

The Loud Cry:
Continued from 11

that ye receive not of her plagues. For her
sins have reached unto heaven, and God
hath remembered her iniquities." Revela-
tion 18:4-5.

The greater number of church admin-
istrators, pastors and lay people have
already rejected such obligations. We
shru]k from telling God's people their
sins and crying out in love for our Lord
and His blood-bought heritage against
the transgressions of those in positions of
responsibility. For most, job security, po-

sition, and popularity in the church, are
far more vital to self-comfort and ego
than is duty to God.

Could those who designate the faith-
ful watchmen in God's church as agents
of Satan, and, who would far prefer to
have Roman Catholic cardinals preaching
in their churches l than the faithful work-
ers for God who faithfully present the
truth, ever be expected to designate apos-
tate Christianity, in God's words, as "the
habitation of devils, and the hold of every
foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean

the children see and hear in infancy
and childhood are deeply imprinted
upon their minds; and the bad seed
sown in their young hearts will take
root, and will become sharp thorns to
wound the hearts of their parents.

During the first six or seven years of
a child's life special attention should be
given to its physical training, rather
than the intellectual. After this period,
if the physical constitution is good, the
education of both should receive atten-
tion. Infancy extends to the age of six
or seven years. Up to this period [age],
children should be left, like lambs, to
roam about the house, and in the yard,
in the buoyancy of their spirits, skip-
ping and jumping, free from care and
trouble.

and hateful bird"? The answer seems
obvious.
Dear pastors, church administrators,

church elders and lay people, surely the
Holy Spirit is convicting each one of us
of the terrible peril of our church and our
own personal salvation. "Then shall they
begin to say to the mountains, Fall on us;
and to the hills, Cover us. For if they do
these things in a green tree, what shall be
done in the dry?" Luke 23:30-31. The
Spirit of Prophecy makes these strange
words of our Lord clear with striking
application to our own lives:

"The iunocent were represented by
the green tree. If God suffered Flis wrath
because of the sins of the world to fall
upon the Redeemer, in that He was per-
mitted to suffer death by crucifixion,
what might be expected to come upon the
impenitent and unbelieving, who had
slighted the mercies of God, purchased
for them by the death of His Son? The
mind of Jesus wandered from the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem to a wider judgment,
when all the impenitent would suffer
condemnation for their sins; when the

Parents, especially mothers, should
be the only teachers of such infant minds.
They should not educate from books. The
children generally will be inquisitive to
learn the things of nature. They will ask
questions in regard to the things they see
and hear, and parents should improve the
opportunity to instruct, and patiently an-
swer these little inquiries. They can, in
this manner, get the advantage of the
enemy, and fortify the minds of their
children, by sowing good seed in their
hearts, leaving no room for the bad to
take root. The mother's loving instruction
at a tender age is what is needed by
children in the formation of character. 0

Review and Herald, August 1, 1899.

Son ofMan should come, attended not by
a murderous mob, but by the mighty hosts
Df God." The Spirit of Prophecy, vol. 3,
152.
It is with the deepest of Christian love

that God's servants dare to bring these
matters before His flock. We must be
prepared to suffer misunderstanding,
scorn, expulsion; and other forms of ec-
clesiastical persecution in God's strength.
It is because of the love that He has
placed in our hearts for our brothers and
sisters, and those outside our faith, that
we continue to preach and write as we do.
We are certainly not Jeremiahs. nor are
we John the Baptists, but God calls even
men and women of little talent to serve
His cause. We thank HiJn for such a
privilege and we stand in awe of so great
a responsibility.

We are at the very end of probation-
ary time. Our calls for repentance and
reformation are urgent, as they must be.
Our pleas reflecting God's Word are giv-
en with a deep conviction commensurate
with the times in which we live. 0

1 William Cardinal Keeler, Archbishop of Balti-
more and President of the National Conference
of [Roman] Catholic Bishops, spoke on Octo-
ber 19, 1995, at our College View Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Lincoln, Nebraska, (see
Lincoln Star Journal, October 21, 1995); and a
Roman Catholic speaker took a college Week
of Prayer at Pacific Union College (see the
Pacific Union College Campus Chronicle,
tober 6, 1995).
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Adapted from a paper presented by
the author to the "Seminar on Psychol-
ogy and Religion," Walla Walla Col-
lege, College Place, Washington, on May
30, 1985.

"]"1) EC.AUSlE competition is an ever-
iiKpresent issue, it is appropriate that

attention be given in the
training of our children to combat its
particularly insidious influence. As we
would expect, this waruing has been re-
peatedly articulated by the Lord's mes-

senger to the church. "One of the char-
acteristics that should be especially cher-
ished and cultivated in every child is
that [of] self-forgetfulness which imparts
to the life such an unconscious grace. Of
all excellences of character this is one of
the most beautiful, and for every true
lifework it is one of the qualifications
most essentiaL" Education, 237.
"Character-building is the most im-

portant work ever entrusted to human
beings; and never before was its diligent
study so important as now. Never was

any previous generation called to meet
issues so momentous; never before were
young men and young women con-
fronted by perils so great as confront
them today.
"At such a time as this, what is the

trend of the education given? To what
motive is appeal most often made? To
self-seeking. Much of the education given
is a perversion of the name. In true edu-
cation the selfish ambition, the greed for
power, the disregard for the rights and
needs of humanity, that are a curse of
our world, fmd a counterinfluence.... In
God's plan there is no place for selfish
rivalry." Ibid., 225-226.
"But how widely different is much of

the education now given! From the child's
earliest years it is an appeal to emulation
and rivalry; it fosters selfishness, the
root of all evil.
"Thus is created strife for supremacy;

and there is encouraged the system of
'cramming,' which in so many cases de-
stroys health and unfits for usefulness.
In many others, emulation leads to dis-
honesty; and by fostering ambition and
discontent, it embitters the life and helps
to fill the world with those restless, tur-
bulent spirits that are a continual menace
to society." Ibid., 226.

We must conclude that careful atten-
tion needs to be given to structure ev-
erything in our educational system in
such a way that we do not foster or
encourage these attitudes and values
that we are warned are deceptively de-
signed to abort the salvation of our chil-
dren. This responsibility requires that we
must look critically at each area of in-
struction. How does it measure up to
this standard?
Mrs. White was not umuindful of the

particular problems presented in the area
of recreation and physical culture. Her
messages are clear in emphasizing the
importance of appropriate exercise. "Vig-
orous exercise the pupils must have. Few
evils are more to be dreaded than indo-
lence and almlessness." Ibid., 210.
At the same time she recognizes that

providing such exercise can be a real
dilemma for parents and teachers. She
goes on to observe:
"Yet the tendency of tuost athletic

sports is a subject of anxious thought to
those who have at heart the well-being
of the youth. Teachers are troubled as
they consider the influence of these
sports both on the student's progress in
school and on his success in afterlife.
The games that occupy so much of his
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time are diverting the mind from study.
They are not helping to prepare the youth
for practical, earnest work in life. Their
influence does not tend toward refine-
ment, generosity, or real manliness....
They stimulate the love of pleasure and
excitement, thus fostering a distaste for
useful labor, a disposition to shun practi-
cal duties and responsibilities. They tend
to destroy a relish for life's sober reali-
ties and its tranquil enjoyments." Ibid.,
210-211.
Throughout her writings Mrs. White

made every effort to strike an appropri-
ate balance. Recognizing the need for
physical exercise and recreational activi-
ties, she was always concerned with what
effect the activities we choose have upon
our spiritual welfare. She observes, "I do
not condemn the simple exercise of play-
ing ball; but this, even in its simplicity,
may be overdone.
"I shrink always from the almost sure

result which follows in the wake of these
amusements. It leads to an outlay of
means that should be expended in bring-
ing the light of truth to souls that are
perishing out of Christ. The amusements
and expenditures ofmeans for self-pleas-
ing, which lead on step by step to self-
glorifying, and the educating in these
games for pleasure produce a love and
passion for such things that is not favor-
able to the perfection of Christian char-
acter. ...
"There are threads leading out through

the habits and customs and worldly prac-
tices, and the actors become so en-
grossed and infatuated that they are pro-
nounced in heaven lovers of pleasure
more than lovers of God. . . .
"Is the eye single to the glory of God

in these games? I know that this is not
so. There is a losing sight of God's way
and His purpose.... The Lord God of
heaven protests against the burulng pas-
sion cultivated for supremacy in the
games that are so engrossing." Adventist
Home, 499-500.
Again, though there is not a blanket

condemnation of all sports activities, the
basic principle of caution is there to
guide us in defining the nature and the
limits of these activities. In general, the
conclusion seems to be in placing greater
emphasis on the kind of physical exer-
cise that comes from productive labor.
"The greatest benefit is not gained

from exercise that is taken as play or
exercise merely. There is some benefit
derived from being in the fresh air and
also from the exercise of the muscles;

but let the same amount of energy be
given to the performance of helpful du-
ties, and the benefit will be greater, and a
feeling of satisfaction will be realized; for
such exercise carries with it the sense of
helpfulness and the approval of con-
science for duty well done." Ibid., 506.
Again, it would be well to keep in

perspective that we are dealing with a

fundamental principle that has a wide
application in every aspect of our lives.
Not ouly in sports but also in the home,
business, school, and the church, we
must be on guard lest this Satan-inspired
attitude of striving for personal su-
premacy be nurtured. What about com-
petition for fIrst chair in musical organi-
zations, contests of all kinds, competition
for grades, academic honors, and schol-
arships? What about temperance oratori-
cal contests, Ingathering campaigns, or
for the bigger church by pastors, or for
the higher church office? The list is end-
less, for it is not as much the activity as
it is the basic value, the attitude that
motivates. However; the way we struc-
ture these activities can have an impor-
tant influence upon the kind of attitude
we encourage-whether that of competi-
tive self·seeking or the cooperative self-
sacrificing love of the Saviour. As the
Lord's messenger etuphasizes:
"The one who stands nearest to Christ

will be he who on earth has drunk most
deeply of the spirit of His self-sacrificing
love, ... love that moves the disciple, as
it moved our Lord, to give all, to live and
to labor and sacrifice, even unto death,
for the saving of humanity." The Desire
ofAges, 549.
How then shall we decide how to

structure our activities so that we will
avoid this seductive error? What kind of
safeguards can we use? Fortunately, this
guideline has also been provided. "Any
habit or practice that would lead into sin,
and bring dishonor upon Christ, would
better be put away, whatever the sacri-
fice. That which dishonors God cannot

benefit the soul." Ibid., 439. If we can
take Jesus willins and maintain a prayer-
ful spirit, we are perfectly safe. "Any
amusement in which you can engage
asking the blessing of God upon it in
faith will not be dangerous. But any
amusement which disqualifies you for
secret prayer, for devotion at the altar of
prayer, or for taking part in the prayer

meeting is not safe, but dangerous."
Adventist Home, 513. Again, though in
another context, this fundamental prin-
ciple should always apply. "This test
should be decisive. Amusements that
have a tendency to weaken the love for
sacred things and lessen our joy in the
service of God are" not to be sought by
Christians." Ibid., 517.
With all this array of admonition, what

shall we say? It is interesting to observe
the inventive variety of responses we
may make when we read a "Thus saith
the Lord" that is contrary to something
we hold dear. The common tendency is
to attempt to rationalize ourselves out of
the target area. Most of these exercises
are so familiar that they have become
trite and threadbare with overuse, but it
may be well to look at some of them lest
we become deceived thereby:

1. Of course, we can simply ignore the
instruction or respond with indifference or
neglect. This is probably the most used
defense ofall. However, by this neglect we
are saying that we consider the issue uniIn-
pottant, andwe will do as we please regard-
less of the warning.

2. Yet, formany the Lord'smessage gets
through and pesters us with a conviction
that we resist. TIlls reaction gives rise to
efforts to discredit the message by such
charges as, "Thatwas taken out ofcontext."
The speaker, however, rarely goes back to
read the context for fear of fmding more
instruction and warning that is uncomfort·
able to hear. Or he may willingly ignore the
underlying principle that is being taught.

3. Another approach is, "That ap-
plied only to the conditions that existed

March 1997 Our Firm Foundation 29



A method that has gained considerable
./""\.notoriety in recent years is to declare that
whatever authority Ellen White's messages
have is pastoral and not canonical.

when that was It seems to make
little difference that the conditions and
the principles discussed are identical with,
or are very applicable to, the current
situation that is being argued. Rational-
izations do not have to be foolproof; it is
sufficient that they just have the appear-
ance of being valid.

4. "The writer copied some things
from other writers, so I don't know
whether this statement is inspired." It is

interesting that this argument does not
seem to apply when the same writer makes
emphatic statements with which we can
heartily agree.

5. Remarkable games of hide-and-seek
can be played in the maze of semantics.
Thus, we can argue that because the
author did not use the specific word
"competition," therefore, competition is
good and no longer an issue. Actually, I
found 65 references in the writings of
Ellen White in which she used some form
of the word "competition." Again, the

basic use is to see competition as strain-
ing to be first, and thus contrary to a
Christlike spirit.

6. If these devices do not adequately
serve to defend us from the continued
appeals of the Holy Spirit, we can always
resort to discrediting the messenger. A
method that has gained considerable no-
toriety in recent years is to declare that
whatever authority Ellen White's mes-
sages have is pastoral and not canoni-

cal. Translated, this means that Mrs.
White's admonitions and warnings have
no more authenticity or authority as a
message from God than those of my
pastor. Hence, the attitude, "I don't have
to pay much attention to him either."

Undoubtedly, there are many defen-
sive maneuvers that we may use to avoid
the corrective consequences of heeding
God's warning messages to us. Yet, we
resist God'8 directions and warnings at
our soul's peril. So often we view these
messages as constrictive do nots or as

unpleasant impediments to our freedom
and enjoyment of life. Yet God's intent is
just the opposite. "For I know the
thoughts that I think toward you, saith
the LORD, thoughts of peace, and not of
evil." Jeremiah 29: 11, KJV. "If ye then,
being evil, lmow how to give good gifts
unto your children, how much more shall
your Father which is in heaven give
good things to them that ask him?" Mat-
thew 7:11, KJV. "In face of all this, what
is there left to say? He who did not
grudge His own Son but gave Him up for
us all-can we not trust such a God to
give us, with Him, everything else that
we can need?" Romans 8:31-32, Phillips
Version.

God's continuing concern is for our
welfare. As good parents warn their chil-
dren away from danger that they can be
assured of safety and greater happiness,
God has made every effort to guide us
away from the snares of the enemy that
would result in the eternal destruction of
our happiness, and that of our children.

The question is, Shall we ignore the
warnings, or will we take them seriously
and reexamine and restructure our pro-
grams and activities with these cautions
in mind? May we respond to God's mes-
sages with an open heart in which we are
willing to put aside our own cherished
ideas, and also be willing to pray with
Jesus, "My Father ... it must not be
what I want, but what You want." Mat-
thew 26:39, Phillips Version. 0
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I am fourteen years of age, and shortly I
will be fifteen. It is not easy to be a teenager
nowadays because TV, worldly music, and
fashions are consuming time.... I have
been an Adventist since I was four years
old. I was baptized at age eight in . I
was a faithful believer and filled with the
Holy Spirit, but soon We moved to _
from . I started to change and started
to adapt myself with the people. Believe
me, it was hard.

After a long time I started to not read
the Bible. Instead I read magazines like:
Seventeen, Bop, Allure, and so forth. I
was devoting my time to hearing rock
music and seeing too much TV. My life-
style started to change, and I became just
an "empty believer," going to church and
filling a seat. My friends are not any
good. It was hard for me to talk to my
friends about God. I was confused ....
Then my mother and I had a serious talk
about my relationship with God.... She
told me that I cannot serve both God and
the devil. I was shocked, ashamed and I
felt useless.

My eyes were opened. She told me
this was a temporary life. The world in
only a short time is going to end, and she
told me if I keep on like this that I am not
going to see God nor heaven. It was true
what she said. I want to change. I really
do feel the call of God. I want to learn
more and make time to read the Bible.

So I took a garbage bag and threw all
my C.D.s away. I had almost $100.00
dollars worth in C.Ds. In magazines I had
$200.00 dollars. I threw them all away-
makeup, even some clothes that are not
appropriate for church. All my closets
and drawers were empty... .

There are many teenagers like me in
the church .... These teenagers, like me,
need prayers and need to be encouraged.
I see teenagers in my church. It is such a
pity to see them sleeping in the bench
while the preacher gives his sermon. It is
all vanity and selfishness. I think we need
more work on young people because we
are the future of tomorrow.

Please, I do not have any money to buy
your books, but if you want, could you
please send books you think I need? I am
praying for you and please pray for me.

AR-Puerto Rico

Note From the Editor: "There is no elass
of persons capable of accomplishing more
in the warfare against intemperance than
are God-fearing youth. In this age the young
men in our cities should unite as an army,
flrmly and decidedly to set themselves
against every form of selfish, health-de-
stroying indulgence. What a power they
might be for good! How many they might
save from becoming demoralized in the halls
and gardens fitted up with music and other
attractions to allure the youth! Intemper-
ance and profanity and licentiousness are
sisters. Let every God-fearing youth gird on
the armor and press to the front. Put your
names on every temperance pledge present-
ed. Thus you lend your influence in favor of
signing the pledge, and induce others to
sign it. Let no weak excuse deter you from
taking this step. Work for the good ofyour
own souls andfor the good ofothers. " The
Youth Instructor, September 24, 1907.

I write to thank you for the splen-
did job you did for me. For many
years I was a lost sheep until a friend
of mine gave me your magazine Our
Firm Foundation. I read these maga-
zines from you every month and I
was soon converted to the Seventh-
day Adventist Church. To be precise,
I was experiencing a changed life. In
the world I was doing all sorts of
things you can imagine. I used to
gamble to earn a living because I am
from a very, very poor family. How-
ever, thank God that He introduced
me to your ministry and I was helped
up to now and still am being helped
spiritually. You have crowns waiting
for you in heaven for doing this.
Because of your spiritual guidance

through your magazines, I have decided
completely to devote my life to God. May

you please by God's grace donate to me a
Bible with a concordance and if possible,
any other spiritual books you may fmd to be
of good help to Christian character.

PC-Zimbabwe

Responses From Outreach Literature:

Thank you very much for your enlight-
ening, infonnative, well-composed booklet,
Earth:S Final Warning. It helped me to
decipher many of the misconceptions-or
better, the outright deception of the exist-
ence of such a thing as a "Christian Sab-
bath," as Sunday is defined by my dic-
tionary. It also helped me to see just how
the pope is viewed by the underlings of the
Catholic faith, proving all the more so, that
the position of the pope is purely evil in
nature, origin and being. I would like to
request the 28-page booklet, Rome:S Chal-
lenge, and if possible, as quickly as possi-
ble, because I am completing a project, I
am in dire need of its material as represent-
ed by the Roman Catholic Mother Church.
(Mother of Harlots). Also, please send to
me, the Heralds ofPeace booklet and other
material that you wish. When I become
financially able, I will send to you a size-
able donation so your ministry can continue
to bring truth to this deceived world.

JW-New York.

We received the shipment of materials
you sent. Thank you so much for your
response to our plea for assistance. All help
is invaluable to us when we try to minister
to so many diverse men with such varied
interests and needs. At any time in the
future that you find yourself in a position to
donate any more materials we would be
most appreciative and will do our best to be
good stewards of God's resources by dis-
tributing to the men [in prison] where they
will do the most good. Our prayers are for
God to bless you and your ministry beyond
your greatest dreams. We are convinced that
our God is a reader of faithfuiness. In His
service,

HA-Chaplain, USA
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"THYWAY, a GOD, IS IN THE SANCTUARY"- PSALM 77:!3

"The correct understanding ofthe ministration in the heavenly
sanctuary is the foundation ofour faith." Evangelism, 221.

o
The ",
SIDCtuaryl
Sanciuary EB17701 $2.50

A very thorough and inspiring presentation of the heavenly sanctuary, including its High Priest and
His ministry. Perfect Bound. Size: 5lf2 x 8lf2 inch. Author: Janus 'Vi/hire (68 pages)

o

"';lew" Simpie EB20401 $6.99
1844 Made Simple solves the maze of Daniel's prophecies. 1844 Made Simple is destined to be
one of the most important books you will ever own. This book will show you the certainty of the
2300- day prophecy and the significance of 1844. Author: Clifford Goldstein. (96 pages)

Thrune cfGod E 20 "8B 201 '" .:m
This book is both informative and inspirational. It has made an excellent contribution to the
discussion of the fundamental pillars of our faith. It is written in a logical fashion, and is accurate
and interesting. Our entire church could be benefited from reading it. Author: Scmh Peck. (372 pages)

StephenN.Haskell

ORDER THES,E IMPORTANT
BOOKS TODAY fROM:
'" " . ,,"'" ."'w.,I (..;lr&V}

0 n.,'fl\'lV ,:),.::,1 (i,) '0V"'f,jir.DIli'f.l. .J..:Jo.t.lPlil:.'I'J11",'",? ("r..\. 70.,,)' .....0

Please see page 3 for
shipping and sales tax information.

§" Video S16.00
A di "' ..1""0' 11 0 i:H ( .(')v

o Tile Cross Its Shadow EB07405
Drawn solely from Scripture, Stephen Haskell gives you a clear, concise understanding of how the
Old Testament sanctuary captures the entire theme of the gospel and represents the work of Christ
in our behalf today. Author: ,S'f.tphen N. I-faskelt. (378 pages)

....... , , , 'n , "P ., co .v 1:$00 of:s;;:ensen s ee,l;z qr 'rayer on the f-Jou1C?;Uary
Few people have studied the sanctuary as has Bob Jorgensen, founder
and director of Medical Missionary Press in Marshall, North Carolina.
In this series of presentations he shares the insights gleaned from his years of study into the
sanctuary and its meaning for us in these last days. We urge you to see and hear his messages and
share them with others so that we may all be prepared for the testing days ahead.
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